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Basic Astrological Interpretation Aides
  

General Thoughts about Western or Tropical Astrology

One of the most important things to remember when looking at Astrology Charts and/or Reports is that
Astrology is an extremely complex discipline, or field of study, regardless of your opinion of its value. Thankfully
the pursuit of Astrological information may be beneficial at many varied degrees of commitment. Garden of Life
is providing this Astrology booklet in the hope that it will serve as a Key or Legend for people to refer to when
looking at the charts and reports that we provide, especially for those not already familiar with Astrology to get the
most out of them. 

The Astrology we are dealing with here is Western or Tropical Astrology. The other major type of Astrology
is Sidereal Astrology, which is practiced mainly in the East, in the Chinese, Vedic, Japanese, Tibetan and Daoist
systems. The main difference is that Sidereal Astrology aims at using a Zodiac that reflects where the Constellations
which the Signs are named after, actually are now, rather than ±3000ish years ago when the Signs were codified.
Which of course, makes sense in a way. However the Signs in Western Astrology actually refer to slices of the
Ecliptic (the apparent path of the Sun through the pattern of Constellations, from the Earth), starting at the point
where the Sun appears against the Ecliptic from the Earth when the Earth is experiencing the Vernal Equinox. From
there going around in 12 segments till it gets back 360E to the start. In Western Astrology the meanings attached
to the Signs are actually attributed to the influence from that section of the Ecliptic. That these sections were named
after the Constellations that were in them when the system was codified is what causes the confusion.

To the credit of Western Astrology, “the proof is in the pudding” (so to speak), and the Western Sign system
seems to work, i.e.: people born when the Sun is in the section of the Ecliptic or Sign called Taurus, even though
the Constellation Taurus is no longer there, tend to exhibit the characteristics long associated with that Sign, and
so forth. In effect Western Astrology is actually laid out on a system of double Houses, one being the traditional
Zodiac Wheel of Signs which is the divisions of the Ecliptic and the other overlaid system of what are traditionally
called Houses. I personally think it would be beneficial to print these against a third ring in the background showing
the actual state of various Constellations of the Ecliptic in the physical Cosmos at the time of the chart, and perhaps
not worrying about limiting it to 12, or keeping them approximately the same size. So that one could tell at a glance,
not only what Sign and House a Planet or Point was in, but also what actual Constellation this is all playing out
against. Even though this seems to add another level of complexity on the surface, I believe that it would bring
together some of the Tropical and Sidereal contentions, and in the long run be a force for clarification. 

If this Triple Wheel methodology proves to have value, it would require a renaming of the Signs, though
the symbols for the Signs could be left the same, since the symbols are not used to refer to the Constellations
anyway. These concepts and projections have resulted in Garden of Life experimenting with using different names
for the Western Signs, similar to but not identical to Ægean cognates for the current mainstream names of the signs,
in most cases, though some modifications have been made. A chart showing our recommendations, along with the
phonetic pronunciation of these proposed names comes a little further in this work. Also down in the Signs section
we will list our suggested usages, in a similar manner to the way we list them in the Lights, Planets, and other
sections.

At the basic level of interest in Astrology nearly everyone in Western Culture knows their “Sign”, actually
their Sun Sign. And it is tribute to the effectiveness of Astrology that many, if not most people find enough
resonance in even the basic interpretation and keywords attributed to their sun sign to give it some credence, whether
they officially believe in “Astrology” or not. 



At the next level of interest or involvement are those people who know three things about their natal charts,
those being: their Sun Sign, where their Moon was, and their Ascendent placement. These things are normally by
consensus in the Astrological community considered the most important variables, at least at a surface evaluation.
It is at this level that you will hear people talking about being a “Double Aries”, a “Triple Water Sign” and whatnot.
If you skip down to the section on Elements and Modalities, that will make more sense, if you are not familiar with
this usage of terms.

We will group the rest of the students of Astrology into the third and final group, though there still are a lot
of gradations, from those who understand a good portion of their own charts, through those who have made
Astrology a life's work.

One of the strengths of the discipline of Astrology is that, being such an informationally rich system, it is
possible to go into it as deeply as one chooses. With the accuracy and complexity of the current generation of
computer programs that generate Astrological charts, it is possible in a few minutes to have charts calculated in
depths that would have taken decades to calculate by hand. And you can generate enough data on one Natal chart
to keep your self busy exploring for an entire lifetime. Would that be over the top? Who can tell?

Obviously the interpretation of the interplay of this vast assortment of variables, when done by even the best
of the computer program report writers cannot compare to having a chart read and interpreted by an accomplished
human astrologer. However there are several important reasons that these computer generated reports are quite
valuable. Firstly they provide a wonderful introduction to the complex field of Astrology, so that should you later
have an experienced Astrologer interpret a chart, you will be able to get the maximum benefit from their experience,
having already familiarized yourself with the basics of the discipline. And having it all printed out allows the
information to be gone over at length and as many times as the individual desires. Also it is quite interesting to see
how many “hits” one gets in a chart, strictly from the mathematic processes, with no chance of some other psychic
ability on the part of the interpreter providing the accuracy.

A Word About KeyWords

We will provide a KeyWord list for each of the component parts of the Western Astrological system. It is
important to remember that the KeyWords provide a range of meaning. It is not quite plug and play, it's more like
select, plug and play but it is a very effective way to start learning about your chart.

Connecting the Chart to the Physical Cosmos

The graphic on the next page, though a bit mind-boggling at first sight, seems to be for most people,
extremely helpful. Not so much to try and grasp all at once, but more to refer back to periodically as one comes
across a particular term that is not familiar.  Using the graphic in that manner does help anchor the components of
an Astrology chart or report to the physical Cosmos. Which we know is more important to some than to others, but
helpful overall.



This "Simple" Diagram, from an old text . . .
. . . explains much; at least allows you to connect the charts that you are looking at to the actual physical Cosmos.
For instance, the Ecliptic, that band of sky which gave the Astrological signs their names, which became codified
~3000 years ago, is much easier to visualize in a graphic than through words. If you put a dot on the globe where
you were born, then that becomes the center point from which the rest of the points are measured. This chart also
points out why the whole keyword thing is so essential. Until you are comfortable with the traditional meanings (and
any variations you may have added or accepted from elsewhere) there are simply too many variables to keep them
all in your mind at once until you have grasped the basic essence of each one. So even though the keyword systems
are a vast oversimplification of any of the given variables to which they are assigned, they are necessary to enable
any one to get a basic grasp on the system. And of course all the details and nuances of interpretation will become
easier with familiarity.



Creating the Natal Chart
The astrological, or natal, chart is a method of mapping the space surrounding our Earth for a birth moment. A
natal chart is simply a snapshot of the cosmos at the time of birth -- a cosmic portrait. We know that all things
are in motion. Not only do the planets move slowly at different speeds in great elongated orbits around the Sun,
but the Earth itself turns on its axis once in 24 hours. As the Earth turns during a day, each one of us is exposed
to the entire 360 degrees of the Zodiac. Not to mention the fact that the Sun itself in revolving quite rapidly
around the Galactic center of the Milky Way, which is itself moving at no mean speed. The natal chart is a
diagram or picture that stops the cosmic clock and captures the universe as it exists at a particular moment.
A natal chart is your individual cosmic portrait or mandala. It is what the universe has to say about who you are
and what you may become. The seeds of the future are always sown in the present, but can we read them? This
is what the study of astrology is all about: reading the signs of the times and listening to what they have to say
about ourselves, now and in the future. Your cosmic portrait is ready any time you are.
The Sun sign interpretations that we find in most newspapers are a far cry from the work of professional
astrologers. For one, the sign the Sun was in on the day of your birth (for example Aries, Taurus, or Gemini) is
only one of many factors that are looked at by professionals. In addition to the day and year of birth, most
professionals use the time and place of birth as well. Birthdate, year, time and place are all needed to pinpoint
your place in time and space. Given this information, an astrologer creates what is called a natal or birth chart
(erroneously called a horoscope by some).
Each natal chart includes the exact position of the Sun, Moon, and the planets: Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter,
Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto. These planets are then placed in a circular diagram called a chart wheel.
This wheel is a miniature diagram of what the sky looked like at the moment of birth as seen from the
birthplace.
Somewhere at  top of the chart, the MC (Medium Coeli -- or MidHeaven) is that part of the Zodiac directly
overhead, while the bottom of the chart, or IC (Imum Coeli, or lower heaven) is the part beneath your feet and
on the other side of the Earth from you. At the extreme left-hand side of the wheel is the ascendant, or rising
sign -- the part of the Zodiac that is on the horizon or rising at the birth moment. Conversely, the descendant is
on the right-hand side of the chart. This is the part of the Zodiac that is setting. These four points, the ascendant,
descendant, midheaven, and IC are very important to astrologers. They are sensitive points.

What follows is a brief introduction to some of the terms and concepts used in astrology. Reading through this
material may make your Astro*Talk report more useful and understandable.

The Chart Wheel, or Mandala:

Elements and Modalities
The Twelve Zodiac Signs are considered to have different basic qualities. Certain groups of signs share similar
qualities. The two most popular methods for sign grouping are elements and modalities. Astrologers like to see
which of the groups their natal planets fall in and add them up to produce counts, or totals. It's fun to tally up
your Sun, Moon, and planets and check out your elemental and modality balance. The basic thing to keep in
mind while doing this is that we become what we want (or lack) and we do what we can (or have to do). Our
highest totals, which show what we can or have to do, are often not held dear. Most people are obsessed by what
they lack or want -- their lowest totals. They tend to study their wants, imitate, and even fake them. They
become or turn towards what they want or lack.



Elements
A very popular and traditional grouping of the Signs is that of four Elements out of the Western system of
Elements -- Air, Water, Fire, and Earth. The fifth element Spirit is more diffused throughout the Signs.
Fire Signs: Aries, Leo, Sagittarius.  People with lots of fire in their chart are very active and involved and "can
do" all kinds of things. Those with little fire can't get started and may need someone to light a fire under them.
Earth Signs: Taurus, Virgo, Capricorn.  People with lots of earth are very practical. They can see how to do and
use things. Those with little earth can't be objective, aren't grounded or practical.
Air Signs: Gemini, Libra, Aquarius.  People with lots of air are analytical; they are able to resolve and draw
conclusions. Those with little air have trouble with abstractions and ideas -- getting the "big picture."
Water Signs: Cancer, Scorpio, Pisces.  People with lots of water are very feeling and "sense"-ative. Those with
little water can't get a feel for things; they run cool.

Modalities
Another popular way of grouping the Zodiac signs is by modalities or qualities which are generally designated
as: Cardinal, Fixed, and Mutable.
Cardinal Signs: Aries, Cancer, Libra, Capricorn.  People with a heavy emphasis in cardinal signs are
self-starters, doers. They initiate and get things moving. Folks with few planets in cardinal signs may have
trouble getting the ball rolling.
Fixed Signs:  Taurus, Leo, Scorpio, Aquarius.  People with a heavy emphasis in fixed signs hang onto and
preserve life. They are at the center of things and are hard to budge. Folks with few planets in fixed signs may
have trouble persevering and lack stick-to-it-ive-ness.
Mutable Signs:  Gemini, Virgo, Sagittarius, Pisces.  People with a heavy emphasis in mutable signs are on the
move and transformative. They communicate and assist things to change. Folks with few planets in mutable
signs may have trouble adapting or being flexible.

Ascendent, Descendent, Upper Heavens, Lower Heavens . . .

Sometimes called the Angles. We share our birthdays with countless other people around the world, but our
Natal (or birth) Chart is unique to us because our time and place of birth determines the most personal points in
the chart. These are usually known as the Angles - the Ascendant and Medium Coeli or MidHeaven, and their
opposite points, the Descendant and Imum Coeli. One of the reasons that we use the Morinus system of Houses
as our default system, unless you request one of the other 13-15 that we can run, is that it figures the cusps of the
houses and the angles separately, which seems more accurate to us.

AS C
  Ascendant

This is your most recognizable astrological influence. The Ascendant marks the degree of the sign rising on the
eastern horizon at the time and place of birth. It sets the overall tone for the chart as it represents your personal
window on life - in terms of how you view the world and how the world sees you. It shows what energies were
being pulled out of the darkness of our inner world below the horizon into the light above at the moment of
birth. This is the point at which the self becomes visible to the world. The sign on the Ascendant describes how
you approach and view life, and how you come across to others. Its opposite point is known as the Descendant. 
The sign that the Ascendant occupied at the time of your birth is known as your Rising Sign. The Ascendant has
to do with your personality, the face (or faces) that you show the World, and/or the various groups within it.
Undoubtably has an affect on the physique. Is the mask the person wears. The Ascendant sign is an indication of



the person's way of manipulating their environment, dealing with people and handling life.

The more Esoteric meanings of the Ascendant

Keywords for the Ascendant
I APPEAR TO BE, The way one comes across to others, masques, personas,

DESC  Descendant 
The Descendant is the opposite point to the Ascendant in your chart. It is the point where external reality
impacts in your inner world, as the light dips beneath the horizon. Whereas the Ascendant is concerned with
your instinctive self stamping itself on the world, the Descendant shows your self in relation to others - what
you seek, consciously or otherwise, from relationships. It symbolises aspects of yourself that you may look for
others to provide. Indicates what we experience from others. Our weaknesses in the ways in which we habitually
fail to deal effectively with our lives. 

The more Esoteric meanings of the Descendant 

Keywords for the Descendant
OTHERS APPEAR TO ME TO BE

MC
  MidHeaven 

The MidHeaven (or Medium Coeli) marks the degree of the sign directly overhead the moment you were born.
MC (Medium Coeli -- short for Midheaven) is that part of the Zodiac directly overhead.  It reveals your energies
at their most elevated, and therefore signifies your aspirations; qualities you strive to develop in order to
impress; the direction you wish to take; your conscious goals; your need for public recognition and social
position; your ambitions and career or vocation. destiny's promise to us. Associated with social standing,
worldly success and our mission in life. Represents the culmination or end product of all our effort in the
external world. Career; attainment; honours; status; aim in life; what a person does. 

Its opposite point is known as the Imum Coeli (IC).

The more Esoteric meanings of the Medium Coeli or MidHeaven 
Traditions which teach or accept some form of reincarnation, often believe that the MidHeaven point indicates
what your Sun Sign will be in your next incarnation

Keywords for the Medium Coeli or MidHeaven 
Spiritual Goals

IC
  Imum Coeli 

The Imum Coeli (or IC), or lower heaven, as one might by now suspect, signifies the exact opposite of the
Mid-heaven, the bottom of the chart: and in some ways represents your least consciously acknowledged self; the
roots of your being; your deepest motivations; your past and family conditioning. Whereas the Mid-heaven



generally describes the direction in which you are heading, the IC shows you the direction from which you are
coming. Private conditions under which a person lives.

The more Esoteric meanings of the Imum Coeli
Traditions which teach or accept some form of reincarnation, often believe that the Imum Coeli point indicates
what your Sun Sign was in your last incarnation

Keywords for the Imum Coeli
Home Sense

The Lights
The Sun and Moon (or lights, as they are called) are the two most important bodies. It is sometimes easier to
understand what they represent in astrology if we consider how they interrelate with the Earth.
A good analogy is the following. Each of us is on Earth. The bright and shining Sun represents someone older,
someone we look up to -- whether that be a teacher or guru. The Moon represents someone younger, especially
the groups that we used to belong to. That is the analogy. Here is how we might think about it:
We can't live either on the Sun or Moon. We have grown out of and beyond the younger generation (Moon). Out
of it we once came or were born. This is why the Moon is said to be a mystery. It is both our parent and our
child. Regardless, we no longer are alive to what moves the younger generation. The same kind of reasoning is
true of those older than us, who have taken more degrees of experience. We are still too young... not yet ready to
live in the solar environment. We receive light from the Sun, and it makes life grow.
We each have both a Sun and a Moon. In the course of a month, these two bodies take up various positions in
relation to where we are on Earth. At the Full Moon, the Moon is beyond the orbit of the Earth (farther out) and
reflecting sunlight back on us. At the New Moon, the Moon is within the Earth's orbit and lost in the Sun.
Tradition suggests that we start (or may receive) an impulse at the New Moon, build and develop it for two
weeks until the Full Moon, and then gradually understand or draw some conclusions from the experience during
the two weeks after the moon is full.

� Sun or Helios (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)
The Sun represents the essential self, and the will to be that drives it: the power urge, the vitalizing and
life-giving force. It is the symbol of masculinity, paternity, authority, creative ability, ambition, pride,
leadership, self-expression, determination and confidence. The influences of the Sun elevate, create, achieve,
govern, sustain, fortify, dominate, promote and illuminate. The Sun is the fueling planet of Leo, a sign of
creativity and leadership. The Sun is exalted in willful Aries, according to tradition, indicating that the Sun's
individuality, can be expressed in a powerful and pure form through Aries. The Sun, is the circle of unlimited
potential brought to focus in this life.
The Natal Sun Sign may be said to represent the essence of an Individual, the True Self if you will. The
Conscious Mind. The heart and center of it all. The father, guru, teacher or figure of authority. Anyone older or
living in an experience more disciplined than our own. That which we look up to and receive light from. That
which we may become.

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of the Sun:
The Sun is not a planet. The description for the Earth given above is the traditional meaning for the Sun. The



true Sun is the whole solar system.

Keywords for the Sun or Helios
Seed Essence, True Self, Group Leader, Vitality, Vigor, Creativeness, Radiating Energy, Authority, Ego,
Conscious Mind, Masculine Principle

� Moon or ArtemisSeleneHek’keta (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)

Earth's Moon, Luna, or whatever name we call Her, has to do with reflection and  all things of a watery nature.
She rules the tides and rhythms of our bodies, which are made up primarily of water, as well as the oceans. The
Moon represents the subconscious or subjective mind, and our instinctual behavior. It is associated with
intuition, instincts, habits, memory, imagination, receptivity, impressionability, the desire for fresh experiences,
femininity, maternity, fertility, disposition, emotions, feelings, mood, sensitivity, intuition, sensation and
sympathy. The Moon is strongest in the nurturing sign of Cancer and it is weakest in the unreceptive,
unemotional Capricorn. The Moon is also powerful in Taurus and emotional problematic in Scorpio.
The Natal Moon Sign may be said to represent the emotional matrix of an Individual. The SubConscious Mind,
our subjective existence, and/or instinctual behaviour.. Our surroundings, the environment out of which we
came. Our past and childhood. Our formative years and self. The background. That out of which we emerged.

The most visible symbol of feminine energy in the solar system is the Moon. Because it reflects the light from
the Sun, that pale orb in the night sky has come to represent a woman's reflective nature, her internalized
response to the world.

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of the Moon

Keywords for Earth's Moon
Emotional Framework, Spiralling Energy, Fluctuation, Enfoldment, Change Instinctual, Subconscious Mind,
Receptivity, Fecundation, Female Principle

The Planets
Planets may be viewed as focal points of particular component energies within each person. Their placement in
our Natal, Progressed, Transit, Horary and other charts seem to be useful as indicators of specific types of
activities, and unique qualities flavoured by the intrinsic nature of each Planet. Each of these planets represents
or refers to a part of our life and self.
Like the lights, the Sun and Moon, Traditionally the Planets have been viewed as having Gender, or perhaps to
be aligned along a Yin/Yang axis from the Oriental Taiqui. Hermes or Mercury is exempt from this issue, or
may perhaps be said to be androgynous and to partake of either, neither and/or both. Appropriate to the
Archetypal Messenger, who communicates between the levels, modifies, interprets and connects.
This is one place where Garden of Life’s  reassignment of Planetary names does make a difference, it is up to
each individual to decide if these changes make sense to them.
It is sometimes, and in some ways useful to sort the Planets, like the other components of the chart into to basic
energy categories, however it is important to avoid using loaded terms for these categories, primarily to avoid
extremely incorrect implications. These energies are often referred to as Feminine and Masculine, or Positive



and Negative Polarities, and these terms do capture a part of the natures of the energies, but Yin and Yang from
the Taiqi of the East Asian Traditions, are probably more accurate without pulling in inaccurate and irrelevant
implications, so that’s what we will use here:
The Yin (Receptive, Enfolding, Nurturing, Reactive, Responsive, Protective) Planets are Aphrodite (Venus),
Gaea (Earth), Rhea (Jupiter), Œrynome (Uranus), and Persephone or Kore (TransPluto).
The Yang (Activating, Radiating, Projective, Stimulating, Penetrative, Vitalizing) Planets are Ares (Mars),
Kronos (Saturn), Poseidon (Neptune), Aedonos or Hades (Pluto)
The current naming system is derived from the Roman culture, which was itself in large part derived from the
Greek. Garden of Life has taken to using restored and interpolated Ægean names for the planets which seem to
us better to reflect their imputed energies as well as restoring the sexual balance among their number, that’s a
whole other essay, but here we will put the names that we use beside the commonly used ones as an indication
of hints that we feel are useful in interpreting Astrology in this current Aeon. Additionally some of the concepts
and key words associated with each planet are provided.

The Planets (esoteric meaning)
The key to the planets, or the chakras: Here is a planetary key to personal natal chart interpretation that any
beginning astrological student can use with confidence. The natural ordering of the planets that can be seen
easily with the naked eye can serve as a key to their interpretation. As we know, the planetary order out from the
Sun is Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn. These are the naked-eye planets. Beyond Saturn are the
planets Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto.
The key thought necessary in order to use these planets in your own horoscope is this: the inner planet is always
the key to the outer. In every case, in order to reveal, open, and use the outer, we go within. In other words, each
inner planet is the meaning and key to the planet beyond its orbit. For example, we live on Earth. The next
planet inside the orbit of the Earth is Venus. Therefore, Venus will be the key to the Earth experience. If we stop
and think about it, Venus (or love) has been held up as the key to life on this Earth throughout the ages. If we
have obstacles and problems in our life (Saturn), then studying one's Jupiter will give us the key to the planet
Saturn in our natal chart... Mars will be the key to Jupiter, and so on. Let's begin.

� Mercury or Hermes (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)

Mercury (Hermes in Greek mythology) is known as the "Messenger of the Gods." Mercury represents the
mind-the link between spirit and matter, between soul and personality. Mercury symbolizes the power of
communication and interpretation: intelligence, reasoning capacities, and the ability to perceive relationships
and gather facts. Mercurial qualities include being adaptable, intellectual, attentive, perceptive, clever, versatile,
inconsistent, hypercritical, argumentative, sarcastic, cynical, excitable, impressionable, nervous or prone to
worry. Mercury narrates, talks, argues, debates, writes, analyzes, memorizes, studies, travels, sells, reflects and
expresses itself through the hands as well as the tongue.

Mercury is of neither positive nor negative polarity -- neither masculine nor feminine. Mercury rules all
communications. It is associated with speaking and writing, educational capacities and manual skills.

Mercury is especially active in the versatile, talkative sign of Gemini. Mercury's nature is also strengthened in
analytical Virgo. Pure Mercurial expression becomes difficult in Sagittarius and in Pisces, which relate and
communicate more through hopes and beliefs than through facts.



The symbol for Mercury, is the crescent the circle and cross. It marks the receptivity of the soul through the
exaltation of the spirit over matter.

Mercury is the closest planet to the Sun. From the viewpoint of the earth it seems to dart back and forth across
the face of the Sun, having three retrograde cycles a year. Mercury is the planet of your mental life. It shows
how you receive, process and disseminate information. The sign placement of Mercury shows your basic
attitude and mental habits. The aspects of Mercury show your scope of vision and your methods for
accomplishing tasks.
Communication at light speed. Linkage. Thought. Ideas. The light of the mind. Logos, direct voice.

Mercury Retrograde
When Mercury is retrograde, we can expect indecision and changes in plans. Retrograde periods for Mercury
require much caution and orderly thinking. It is a good time for research, planning, examination of resources,
and completion of projects already begun. During this period we might reconsider waylaid projects from the
past or go back to old ideas or plans. Avoid beginning new projects.

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of Mercury:
Messenger truth. First out from the Sun. The light of knowing or seeing in our eyes. Communication itself.
Essence of communication.

Keywords for Mercury or Hermes:
Self Awareness, Communicative Ability, Electricity, Medicine, Expression, Intellectuality, Self-Expression,
Alertness, Skill, Dexterity, 

� Venus or Aphrodite (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)
Venus, the Roman goddess of beauty, is associated with the power of love, the power of attraction and cohesion,
and the power of quiet, gentle persuasion. It stimulates the desire to be sociable. Its influences include
balancing, harmonizing and peacemaking. It is symbolic of affection, sentiment, sympathy, romance, friendship,
beauty, pleasure, art, music, festivities, manners, attractiveness, values, appreciation and a sense of aesthetics.

If affected (adversely aspected to other planet), the affectionate, warm and sympathetic nature of Venus can be
flirtatious, self-indulgent, sensual, vain, lazy and irresponsible.

Venus rules placid Taurus as well as Libra, the sign of harmony. A strong Venus influence has a mellowing
effect. The Venus nature is more than gentle it is graceful and tactful. Venus is not easily expressed in the
intense signs of Scorpio or Aries. Virgo, because of its excessive criticism and fussiness, can also inhibit the
expression of Venus, whereas the loving nature of Pisces reinforces the Venusian influence.
The symbol of Venus is the circle of spirit over the cross of matter. This represents the spirit overcoming matter
through love. The glyph of Venus is also the symbol of female. Venus represents the receptive, feminine, or yin,
side of our emotional nature.

The planet Venus shows the way you express your love nature and what you aspire for in life as good or
beautiful. Venus has much to do with how you form your values. The sign placement of Venus shows the type
of love energy you have. The house placement of Venus shows the natural area of expression of the love energy.



The aspects of Venus indicate how and under what circumstances you express the gentle and loving side of your
nature. Love and Æsthetics. How one responds, appreciates, cherishes or values something. The way we love.
Love, but not attraction. Compassion.

Venus -- the Planet of Love -- also influences a woman's sense of style, her appreciation of art and culture and
how she approaches romance. It dictates our attractions and who finds us attractive and it governs our attitudes
toward finances and material possessions.

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of Venus:
Inside Earth. Compassion. Infinite response and attention. One's sense of Beauty. Cherishing. How we respond
to life. How we find ourselves in response to life. Love, in the sense of responding or attending to.

Keywords for Venus or Aphrodite
Women, Æsthetics, Art, Beauty, Association, Harmony, Attraction, Cohesion, Ease, Love, Pleasure, Affection

� Earth or Gaea (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)
In Greek mythology the goddess of the Earth is named Gaea. Gaea was the very first god. In the beginning there
was a state of emptiness called Chaos. Gaea emerged from Chaos, and she gave birth to Uranus, the sky. She
then married Uranus and they had many children. Uranus kept some of the children in a pit within Gaea known
as Tartarus, and Gaea encouraged her other children to rebel against Uranus.

Her youngest son Chronus succeeded in wounding Uranus and replacing him as king of the gods. Gaea therefore
is a protector of her children and she does not tolerate the harshness and coldness of Uranus. It is interesting that
Gaea is the very first god, born out of the primordial void, and preceded the sky. Psychologically, this
symbolizes that the maternal forces of care and protection are of the most primary importance and the source
from which the rest of our life should be founded. There would be much less war and strife in the world if we
had these priorities!

The Earth is not usually used in astrology because most astrology is done from the person's point of view (often
referred to as the "Native", meaning the individual for which the charts are being constructed) at their birthplace
or their current location on the planet and the earth is always in the same direction, right beneath our eet!
However, in modern times some astrologers also use heliocentric astrology, viewing the planets from the Sun's
point of view. Heliocentric astrology does not replace geocentric astrology, it serves as an enhancement to it.

So a new question arises in heliocentric astrology that astrologers have not faced before: what does the Earth
mean in an astrology hart? The answer seems to be that the Earth serves a similar function in the geocentric
chart that the Sun serves in the geocentric chart; it is our basic identity. In the heliocentric chart the Earth may
indicate how we "ground" ourselves, how we establish ourselves in a practical way and how we emotionally and
physically "attach" ourselves, how we express and manifest our thoughts, feelings, and dreams in a practical
manner.

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of Earth:



We ourselves are the meaning. "I AM THAT I AM," and for no other reason. We take refuge in life itself with
no referrals. This is it!
"I am in it to the end, and that's all, And the 'ever' it's coming to be. And in me is out, the shadow of doubt, And
the 'in' that is 'out', Well, that's me!"
Earth/Sun represent the end of meaning, the heart of it all. The two are one. The marriage is consummated, the
child is born. The Earth is us as we are in our oneness. The Sun is the essence of what it all means.
The planets inside the orbit of the Earth, Venus and Mercury, are very misunderstood in modern astrology. Both
are beyond any physical depiction.

Keywords for Earth or Gaea
Home, Birth Mother

� Mars or Ares  (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)

Mars is the ancient god of war. The nature of the planet Mars is yang. It's the complement of Venus. Mars is
positive, outgoing energy, masculine in nature.

Mars is a planet of desire, energy and action. It represents war -- struggles within and with others. It is closely
related to our physical energy, and it rules our animal essence. Martian expressions include desire, courage,
initiative, assertiveness, aggressiveness, executive ability, impulsiveness, resistance, self-will, adventurousness,
rashness (often leading to accidents) and aggressive sexual love.

Mars rules forceful Aries and determined Scorpio. The aggressive nature of Mars is also easily expressed in the
ambitious sign of Capricorn. The driving force of Mars is restrained when it falls in the partnership sign, Libra,
or the easygoing Taurus. The receptive nature of Cancer is also not compatible with the assertiveness of Mars. 
The symbol of Mars, is essentially the inverted symbol of Venus. it represents the cross of materiality with a
directed energy overriding the circle of spirit. 

Mars is the planet of desires. It shows how you aim at your goals and how you power yourself toward your
goals. Mars represents your most fundamental wants. The sign placement of Mars shows the fundamental nature
of your assertions. The house placement of Mars shows the area of your life you are most likely to focus on. The
aspects to Mars show how and to what extent your desires and assertions are involved with other aspects of
living.
Energy. What drives or moves us. Our emotions. Urge to unify or become one, therefore yoga, union, or
marriage.

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of Mars:
Mars is the energy that moves us, the way we feel -- our emotions. It is what drives us and the way we are
driven. And it is the kind of energy or drive that we have which determines our personal atmosphere or aura: the
kind of room or space in which we have to live -- our living room. The kind of room we have determines how
we feel about our life, comfortable or cramped. After Jupiter fades to an easy repetition, our mind turns to
thoughts of unity, oneness -- marriage.
We are driven to marriage, or yoga, of one kind or another. It is the way the two become one. Everyone chooses
a form of yoga, union, or marriage... some way to join or yoke the two opposing parts of ourselves together and
to perceive them as one life -- ours.



We master each planet or chakra, maintain it, and move on or penetrate into the next, inner one. The Jupiter
chakra is a tremendous war between us and them. Dichotomy. When we seek to understand the secret of "us"
and "them," we penetrate into the Mars chakra -- what it all means. Meaning drives us across the Earth until we
can see the end of all difference, that it is all one.
We are free at last from the bonds of Saturn. We have learned what we must do to survive or to succeed in life.
Yet the world we live in is not a unity. It is us against them. And still this somehow does not feel right.
Our life becomes a process of gathering meanings and hints of a possible unity between the opposing parties.
This is the yoga, union, or marriage that each must negotiate. The entire Mars chakra has to do with dealing with
all the motion, emotion, and meanings of life. Following them out, understanding them. Mars, therefore, is the
sphere of all things meaningful, everything that moves us: music, poetry, drama, movies -- the works. Anything
that gets a rise out of us. We are working with our Mars as long as we have not completed our yoga, or
marriage, as long as the two have not become one. As long as we are intrigued and drawn hither and yon, we are
working on our Mars. This mysterious person beckons, that piece of music or poem captures our attention,
moves us.
Mars is our marriage or union. It is the systematic making friends with everything that is foreign (other than us).
At some point in this journey, we get the message. We cease to be blown hither and yon by every passing
emotion. We discover that life is its own meaning. We have penetrated to the Earth, or heart chakra.

Keywords for Mars or Ares 
Men, Initiative, Action, Ambition, Assertion, Aggression, Courage, Passion, Independence, Warcraft, Strategy,
Surgery, Mechanical Ability

� Jupiter or Rhea (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)
The giant planet Jupiter is larger than all the other planets combined. In astrology Jupiter is symbolic of
expansion, the higher mind, wisdom, enthusiasm, optimism, spontaneity, benevolence, generosity, the desire to
gain t through experience, and the urge to improve the state of things. Jupiter represents opportunity, increase,
rewards abundance, tolerance, charity, philanthropy, faith, ethics, confidence, idealism, aspiration, justice,
loyalty, self-indigence, joviality, extravagance and conceit. Jupiter protects, assists, magnifies, inflates, gives,
speculates, inspires, encourages, counsels and philosophizes. It carries the ability to grow in physical, mental
and moral directions.

Jupiter is most at home in Sagittarius where the desire for a wide variety of experiences can bring wisdom.
Expansive Jupiter is limited by the trivial mental nature of Gemini. Jupiter can be impeded by Virgo because of
Virgo's preoccupation for detail. Free-flowing, imaginative Pisces reinforces Jupiter.

The glyph is the ascending crescent of the personality no longer confined by the material plane.

Jupiter may be thought of as the ruler of the planets, in charge particularly of the order of creation. Jupiter shows
your values, where you feel confident and in control, and where you feel you have something to teach others.
The sign placement of Jupiter shows your values in life.

The house placement of Jupiter shows the area of life you feel luckiest in and the area you receive the most help
from other people and from the cosmos. The aspect patterns to Jupiter show the direct network of good and
administrative power in your life.



The way through or on. Continuing, continuity, succession, success. The pathfinder or lamp through the trials of
time. Luck.

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of Jupiter: 
If Saturn is our life's test, then Jupiter is the key, guide, and light that sees us through the darkness of time (or
Saturn). It is the straight and narrow path by which we pass through Saturn's test. Jupiter is the particular way
we go or continue in life -- continuity. It is our "luck" or solution to time's test. In astrology, Jupiter is the great
benefic as it shows us how to find our way through Saturn and the tests of time -- how to use Saturn. Jupiter is
our key to succession through time, to success. It is the way through or on. Jupiter is the key, or antidote, to
Saturn; therefore, Jupiter has to do with how we are to be successful in life in our particular battle against the
forces of time (Saturn). Jupiter often describes our vocation or the way we must go through life, since that
through which we have to pass (Saturn) dictates the way we must go through life (our vocation). We have
mastered our Jupiter when we are a physical success.
Once we have learned to master our Saturn, to be successful, our mind is free to explore our situation. The
freedom of Jupiter is eternal vigilance toward the law or rules of Saturn. We go from victory to victory over
time, or Saturn, which translates into day-to-day success. We make a living.
Now that we are free within time, or Saturn, our mind begins to wonder what it all means. What's the purpose of
all this? We begin to penetrate into the next chakra, that of Mars. The key to our success (Jupiter) will be the
planet Mars -- how we feel about our life.

Keywords for Jupiter or Rhea
Tradition Keepers, Expansion, Benevolence, Abundance, Generosity, Prosperity, Justice, Optimism, Protection,
Heritage

	 Saturn or Iakkus/Kronos (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)
Saturn symbolizes the first law of manifestation -- limitation. Saturn strengthens the personality through
endurance and persistence. It focuses and concentrates energy. Saturn's constrictive nature gives us the
opportunity for introspection, meditation and concentration -- to work out karma in the process of evolution.
The key to dealing with Saturn is discipline. Saturn requires caution, restraint, seriousness and stability. Saturn
is also related to time, organization, consolidation, crystallization, ambition, self-preservation, responsibility,
conventionality, pessimism and perseverance. Saturn inhibits, delays, restricts, perfects and deepens. It causes
fear, worry and anxiety.

Saturn is most compatible with Capricorn, the sign of material organization and practical ambition. Saturn is
ill-expressed in Cancer where it becomes hypersensitive. Saturn exalts within the balancing act of Libra and
finds the impulsive nature of Aries to be a odds with its cautious approach.

The symbol of Saturn is the cross of the material plane over the crescent of personality.

One of Saturn's Moons, Titan, is very large and was discovered by Christian Huygens in 1655. Titan's diameter
is 5,150 kilometers and it is larger than Mercury and about half the size of Earth. Saturn has many Moons which
are also of significant size. In decreasing size order the are (with the diameter in kilometers in parentheses next
to the planet: Rhea (1530), Iapetus (1440), Dione (1120), Tethys (1050), Enceladus (502), and Mimas (394)



The placement of Saturn often indicates how the Native deals with and is dealt with by authority figures and/or
the older generation. 
The planet Saturn shows where you feel restricted. You feel obligations and fears through Saturn. Because of
your feeling connected with Saturn you are either responsible or neglectful. The sign placement of Saturn shows
the basic type of energy connected with your obligations. The house placement of Saturn shows an area of life
that you feel restricted in and work hard to obtain the things that come to you. The aspects of Saturn show the
most direct involvement of other areas of your life with your feelings of responsibility.
The giver of laws or rules. The prince of time and the material world. Satan. Laws. Sometimes obstacles,
authority.

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of Saturn: 
Almost every astrologer wants to know where Saturn is in the chart because here we are sure to gain insight into
some of the major obstacles and challenges of life. Saturn, or Satan (as it is sometimes called), is the prince of
time and of the material world. We don't break nature's laws, they break us. The laws of Saturn are much feared,
for it is here that we are bound to learn. The laws of Saturn are often seen as standing between us and an easy
life. But Saturn also provides the walls that make homes possible. Gravity is an example -- the law that holds
things in place. We come across the influence of Saturn every time we break nature's law. We are subjected and
tested by these laws until such time as we learn to use them. Saturn is so important in the chart because it shows
us where we must be disciplined and where we are bound to learn something; therefore, everyone always wants
to know how to come to grips with Saturn in the natal chart. The key to the realm of Saturn in our chart can be
found by studying our natal Jupiter. Good uses for Saturn. "To see eternity in a grain of sand."

Keywords for Saturn or Iakkus/Kronos
Older People, Authority Figures, Diplomats, Leaders of State, Contraction, Systems, Limitation, Restriction,
Lawgivers, Prudence, Discipline


 Uranus or  Œrynome (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)

Uranus, discovered in 1781, has a nature similar to Mercury in its nervous and mental impact. but is much more
powerful, violent, fanatical, and harder to handle for the physical body.

Uranus represents the freedom urge. It is the planet of extremes and sudden change. It is a force which destroys
the old to allow room for the new. Uranus destroys the constricting influence and crystallization's of Saturn. It
displaces and overthrows the established attitudes which have outlived their usefulness. The old must be
destroyed before the new can come, but we are often fearful of new, unknown ways and reluctant to let go.
Uranus makes us let go. It shakes us loose!

The nature of Uranus has an exciting, uprooting and awakening effect. It brings disruption, anarchy, rebellion,
revolution, freedom, individualism, altruism, originality, invention, experimentation, instability, erratic action
and detachment. It is related to intuitive knowledge. The placement of Uranus in some ways indicates the
manner in which we approach MetaPhysics and Spirituality or if we do at all, and the types of Magickal
practices we are drawn to if we are.

The symbol of Uranus, show the cross of matter confined at the sides, being forced up from the bottom circle of
Spirit.



The planet Uranus is beyond the orbit of Saturn and can't be seen without the aid of a telescope. It represents the
sky in us, that which transcends the limits of finite life. Uranus raises the vibration of everything it contacts. The
sign placement of Uranus shows your broadest striving for freedom. The house placement of Uranus indicates
your area of direct unique expression. The aspects to Uranus indicate the way you express your need for higher
consciousness.
The planet Uranus is beyond the orbit of Saturn and can't be seen without the aid of a telescope. It represents the
sky in us, that which transcends the limits of finite life. Uranus raises the vibration of everything it contacts. The
sign placement of Uranus shows your broadest striving for freedom. The house placement of Uranus indicates
your area of direct unique expression. The aspects to Uranus indicate the way you express your need for higher
consciousness.

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of Uranus or  Œrynome

Keywords for Uranus or  Œrynome
Insight, Invention, Breakthrough, Rebels, Humanitarians, Uniqueness, Disruption, Originality, Unexpectedness,
Eccentricity, NonConformism, Progressiveness, Psychologists

� Neptune or Poseidon (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)

Neptune is often considered a higher vibration of Venus. It symbolizes receptivity, passivity, impressionability
and nebulousness. Neptune brings either spiritual strength or escapist tendencies -- seeking the path of least
resistance. Neptune can offer spiritual guidance and protection, or encourage us to avoid all responsibility. Other
Neptunian traits include: being idealistic, imaginative, intuitive, subtle, artistically creative, evasive, deceitful
(to yourself as well as to others), hypersensitive, careless, sentimental, scattered, indecisive, impractical and
compassionate. Neptune is the god o oceans. It rules the watery sign of Pisces. Neptune is inhibited in the
earthy, orderly, practical and constricting sign of Virgo, the opposite of Pisces. Neptune expresses its nature
well through inspirational Sagittarius. It is inhibited by the mundane level of the daily affairs of Gemini.

The glyph of Neptune shows inspiring or extended cross of personality protected by the sensitivity of the
elongated crescent, giving a trinity exalted over matter.

The planet Neptune has an almost perfectly circular orbit. It represents the part of our nature that strives for
perfection, that looks to some higher ideal. The planet Neptune rules the ocean and the part of us that is beyond
the limits of the shores of personal existence. The culture moves with the cycles of Neptune and it is the primary
indicator of your connection to the culture that you live in.

The sign of Neptune shows an ideal that you desire to manifest. The house placement of Neptune shows thearea
of your life that you want to express this ideal in. The aspect patterns of Neptune indicate the most direct
connections yet most subtle networking of your personality into the world at large.

Cherish, solve, compassion. "The dewdrop slips into the shining sea". Unity, solution, one.

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of Neptune or Poseidon



Keywords for Neptune or Poseidon
Visionary, Utopian, Mystic, Idealistic, Illusion, Imaginative, Inspiration, Vagueness, Confusion

� Pluto or Aedonos or Hades (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)
Pluto can be considered the higher octave of Mars. It is named after the god of Hades. it was discovered in 1930
but it had been predicted far earlier.

Pluto represents those elements which have not yet been integrated into t he collective consciousness. Pluto has
an eccentric orbit which crosses Neptune's making it sometimes closer to the Sun than Neptune. (This last
happened from January 1979 through March 1999, with Pluto at perihelion, the point of orbit closest to the Sun,
in 1989.) Also, most planets have orbits within 3° of the ecliptic. Mercury's 7° tilt is a bit more while Pluto has
the incredibly sharp tilt of 17°. Pluto's unusual orbit shows that it is not yet in tune with the rest of our solar
system. This also suggest Pluto might be a recent addition to our solar system or an ex-satellite of Neptune.

The glyph of Pluto, is similar to Neptune's except that it has a small circle rather than the extended central line.
However, some astrologers and astronomers use P (insert symbol here) as the symbol for Pluto.

Examination and understanding of the "modern," or trans-Saturnian, planets reveal cyclical changes of long
duration,. These create generational changes. Knowing this makes it painfully obvious that one generation feels
different influences than did its parent, and again its children will know a different world than that of the
generation before it. Each successive generation will have different needs and new modes of expression.

The planet Pluto represents the dark underground part of you. It shows your ability to transform the most
fundamental properties in your own inner nature. The sign of Pluto is the way the obsessive, compulsive and
committed part of your nature expresses itself. The house placement of Pluto shows the area of life where you
make your most fundamental and most potent changes.

The aspects to Pluto show the deepest most unconscious links in your personality structure.
Sensitivity to the impermanence of life. Intimations of mortality.

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of Pluto or Aedonos or Hades

Keywords for Pluto or Aedonos or Hades
Regeneration, Transformation, Mutation, Integration, Collectivity, Coercion, Inversion, Anonymity, Domination
Alteration

¶  Transpluto or Persephone or Kore (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)

Since the discovery of Pluto, scientists have agreed that Pluto was too small to induce the irregular orbits of
Uranus and Neptune.  Yet, it was a similar type of calculation that identified the approximate position of Pluto



before it was discovered.  Because Transpluto moves so slowly - from 1938 to 1993, it has moved only 23
degrees - the verification of this planet through photography will be a tedious and prolonged task.

It has been suggested that Transpluto be called Persephone or Kore, which makes a lot of sense.

When Transpluto is strong in the horoscope by House position or aspects to the personal planets, it can create a
condition whereby the perfectionist, self-sufficient person cares too much what other people think.  This
personality type tends to be a "giver" who feels uncomfortable receiving.  In Transactional Analysis, this trait is
called Heavy Parenting.  It describes a person who was only rewarded for perfect conformity, obedience,
compliance - doing exactly what he or she was told...blocking out personal nurturing needs.  These people
become so fearful of receiving (nurturing) that they cut off others when they try to give and they set themselves
up with a bevy of "receivers" or people who enjoy taking and dependency.  This "giving" service provides the
perfectionist, self-sufficient personality type with a considerable amount of control over others (the receivers)
and a valid purpose in the receiver's life.

Used constructively, self-criticism and the perpetual alert for imperfections can motivate the individual to
continually strive to do better, to achieve a standard of excellence and to make improvements where needed for
the betterment of all.  If a child has one experience of approval from a perfectionist parent, this will be carried
over into adulthood as a pattern for finding contentment.  The more experiences of approval from the
perfectionist parent, the more contentment the individual will find in life.

     Used destructively, perfectionism never allows the individual to be content.  Always dissatisfied and troubled
by self-recriminations, the ego is diminished by a low self-esteem, an image unfairly projected by the parent.  In
anticipating failure, the individual painfully procrastinates or gives up before the efforts see fruition.  In dogging
failure (often found when there are many Mutable placements in the horoscope), the individual may take on an
irresponsible attitude, drift from one job or relationship to another, and never really try anything.  Such an
attitude reinforces the belief that the perfectionist parent is correct -"I am a failure."  It is common to find such
extreme cases when the individual never experienced any approval from the perfectionist parent.

     The Personality Keywords for Transpluto are:   The Perfectionist/Perfectionism, Self-sufficiency, The
Reformer Complex, and Alienation.

     This fear of receiving stems from childhood experiences wherein the early environment stressed obedience,
compliance and a critical emphasis upon detail so that the individual came to be molded by the parental ideal
without regard for the true inner self.4  Such individuals possess a subconscious childhood memory of being
quite vulnerable in the position of "receiver" (from the parents, as all children are) - a position in which they
were subjected to criticism, the parents trying to change them and being cast into a parental mold.  As adults,
when in the position of receiving, the Transpluto-afflicted individual does not feel worthy.  In receiving, the
individual fears that he or she will once again be placed in that position wherein the person giving will try to
change them and tell them what to do.

     When raised in an environment of conditional love - I love you if...if you do your homework, if you get good
grades, if you clean your room, if you choose acceptable friends, if you do this or if you do that - such
individuals learn that they can only gain approval though service and that they are only deserving of love and
approval when they do something for it.  The Moon's House position and sign will show where approval and
acceptance is sought.  It is this aspect of Transpluto that directs the individual to employment in the "helping"
professions, including astrological counseling, which is an outbranch of the core feeling that the individual is



only worthy when doing something for others. 

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of Transpluto or Persephone or Kore:
One of the issues that the placement of Transpluto in a chart tends to indicate is how that individual deals with
and is dealt with in relation to the main Spiritual Currents active in their generation.

Keywords for Transpluto or Persephone or Kore
Catalytic

The Planetoids

� Chiron - Kiron (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)

Chiron, discovered in 1977, was named after a centaur (half human, half horse) who was   healer and teach to
many gods. When he died he was place in the sky as the constellation Sagittarius.

Chiron appears to rule philosophy and healing, and represents the principal of holistic understanding. In a chart
is can indicate an open-minded perspective and the ability to look beyond the limitations of current views.
Chiron seems to add a spirit of uniqueness and enthusiasm as well as some self-righteous tendencies to natal
charts. A keyword associated with Chiron is "maverick".

Examples: Anita Byrant, Martin Luther King, and Jerry Brown all have Jupiter-Chiron aspects while Timothy
Leary has Chiron square Pluto.

Kiron, a planetoid with an orbit primarily between that of Saturn and Uranus is one of a group of Solar System
objects now called Centaurs, and as first of its kind to be discovered, it is also the first to be considered
Astrologically. Named after a Centaur from Ægean MythoPoetics who was a teacher and healer to many, both
mortal and divine. Some say that its location in a Natal chart indicates how the individual learns and teaches,
and/or approaches learning and teaching. One interesting feature of Kiron’s orbit is that it spends much more
time in some signs than others. Kiron is also said to indicate an individual’s relation to philosophy and healing,
representing the principle of Wholistic understanding. If well aspected and placed in a chart it may indicate an
open-minded perspective and the ability to look beyond the limitations of currently accepted mainstream views.
The placement of Kiron in a chart may indicate a range of qualities from uniqueness to self-righteousness, and
enthusiasm to obsession.

Expression of unique or individualistic views and behaviors; refusal to conform with parental or societal
expectations and standards; effecting turning points or changes in status; accentuation of differences from
categories, norms; adolescent crisis; exceptions/exemptions to the rule(s). Note that Chiron has been classified a
comet, not an asteroid.

Teacher, Guru, Mentor, Foster parent, Maverick, Turning Point, Catalyst, Bridge, Link, Stepping stone,
Passageway, Common Ground, Union of Opposites, Holistic, Personal Imperative, Pulling the Plug, Balance,
Mediator, The Passage from Dependence to Independence, Turning the Corner, Therapy, a Koan [in Zen
Buddhism], A Wound that will not Heal, a way to break free of a matrix, Synergism, Essence.



Chiron, a teacher of heroes and an oracle, was originally a god of healing, but in later mythology survived as one
of the centaurs. These wild creatures, half man and half horse, were not noted either for their sensitivity, or their
intelligence and represented mankind's attachment to the lower animal passions. Chiron, immortal son of
Kronos (Saturn), governs healing and relationships; he teaches us, as he did with Jason, Achilles and Heracles,
to fulfil our ultimate potential. Chiron taught his secrets to Asclepios, the divine healer, but in modern astrology
he profoundly stands for the deep wounds we have brought into this life to be healed and so to enable us to heal
others. His emblem represents holistic understanding. The area of the chart in which Chiron is located is the
focus of the karmic healing process, which is often very painful.

Unlike the drunken centaurs, Chiron was wise, with extensive knowledge of the healing arts, astrology, music
and medicine. Heracles (Hercules) unintentionally wounded his teacher in the knee, during his battle with the
centaurs. Thus his wound was in a sense self-inflicted, for he himself had taught the hero to make the poisoned
arrow by dipping it in the blood of the Hydra. The last of his kind, Chiron relinquished immortality so that the
titanic rebel Prometheus (who brought the gift of fire-stolen from the gods-to the human race) could be released
from his eternal torment. Thus he died so that humanity might live. After his death, he was placed in the
firmament as the constellation Sagittarius.

A comet-like planetoid now called Chiron was discovered in 1977. It travels between the courses of Saturn and
Uranus in a highly elliptical 51-year orbit, closer at perihelion to the Sun than Saturn and further out at aphelion
than Uranus. This has the effect of moving him swiftly through some signs, such as Libra, but very slowly
through others, such as Aries. The first of many such minor planets (Centaurs) to be discovered, Chiron still
remains the largest and most significant of these in terms of human destiny.

Chiron is a knowledge holder who transmits higher teachings either as an outer teacher (Saturn) or as an inner
teacher or spirit guide (Uranus). Embodying the archetype of "the wounded healer", Chiron stresses the
importance of going within to find an answer - and then sharing it with others. In education, music and
medicine, Chiron unites the body and mind, instinct and intellect. His ancient teachings are now resurfacing
through the advent of holistic health and education. 

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of Chiron - Kiron

Keywords for Chiron - Kiron

The Asteroids

Of late some of the Asteroids have begun to be considered in Astrology, especially the first four to be
discovered.

Over the past two decades the use of the first four discovered asteroids has become popular in astrology. The
asteroids are a series of minor planets mostly between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter. Some think the asteroids
are the remnants of a planet which exploded. Others believe they are a planet which never coalesced. not many
years ago a more recently discovered asteroid named Chiron )located between the orbits of Saturn and Uranus)
was also added to the astrological toolbox.



Ceres, Pallas, Juno and Vesta
Among the thousands of asteroids known, Ceres, Pallas, Juno and Vesta have a special place.
While these are not necessarily the largest asteroids, they were the first to be discovered, and as
such they have imprinted themselves on human consciousness in a major way.
They also complete the female pantheon of goddesses, rounding out the system of symbols
begun in the usual ten planets. Of the six great goddesses of Olympus, only Aphrodite (Venus)
and Artemis (the Moon) are represented in the conventional astrological symbol system. The
other four great goddesses of Graeco-Roman mythology, Demeter (Ceres), Athene (Pallas), Hera
(Juno) and Hestia (Vesta), were missing from astrology until they were re-invoked by their
discovery in the early 1800s.

What follows is a brief description of these five asteroids along with some suggested meanings. As with the
planets, the influences of the asteroids are strongly linked to the mythological legend for which they are named.
It should be stressed that a final determination the asteroids' meanings await astrologers' use, experience and
interpretation. In general, the first four asteroids add a feminine influence to the masculine-dominated hierarchy
of the standard ten planets. In fact, these four asteroids can be correlated to the four archetypes of woman as
given in Edmund Whitman's book The Symbolic Quest. Another book, Asteroid Goddess by Demetra George,
also comprehensively examines the feminine principle of the first four asteroids.

Some asteroids have been found to have astrological value, especially with relation to women's issues and the
development of influences more related to the feminine side and the power of the goddess. These tiny planetoids
are generally found orbiting the Sun in a belt between Mars and Jupiter comprising thousands of cosmic
boulders, some as little as a few meters across and some reasonably large. However, their orbits are variable and
those described in this article have been found to be useful in modern astrology.

Speculation has it that the asteroid belt is made up of the remnants of a large disintegrated planet, or it might be
that these are the pieces from which a planet will one day coalesce. Science is unsure. Chiron, on the other hand,
orbits much further out, between Saturn and Uranus, so is not usually called an asteroid ("starlet"), because it is
not in the "belt" between Mars and Jupiter.

The names of these asteroids are based today on those of the ancient greco-roman goddesses, but not
consistently using the Greek, or the Roman system. In the following texts, the accepted name is given first, with
the corresponding name in the mythology of the other culture in brackets.

�  Ceres or Demetra (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)
Ceres or Demetra is the largest of the known asteroids and was discovered over 200 years ago (1801). In Roman
mythology, Ceres was known as the goddess of agriculture, the harvest, and abundance of the land. The name of
the Greek goddess, Demeter, which corresponds to Ceres derives from the Greek meaning "earth mother," and
Ceres in a birth chart can indicate nurturing that is either received as a child, or the capacity to nurture in
adulthood. If Ceres conjuncts the natal Sun, it is similar to having the Sun in Cancer, but Ceres' meaning is so
rich and complex that is also corresponds to Virgo, Taurus and even Scorpio. Ceres people are very good at
mothering regardless of their sex and may express this quality by having a "green thumb". They deal with food,
possibly as a vocation, and they provide nourishment to either sustain health or to express love and compassion.

the archetypal Mother and the Goddess of Agriculture, gives birth to the world of



physical form, bearing children and providing food for their survival. As the Mother
archetype, she stands for the principle of unconditional love and nurturing support in both
women and men. expands on the Moon's symbolism by further illuminating the relationship of a man to
his mother and also to women and other nurturing figures in his adult life. In addition, Ceres
signifies a man's own tender, caregiving side and the ways in which this part of his nature can
find expression. Typical manifestations of Ceres energies in a man are teaching and
mentoring, pediatrics and pedagogy, farming and gardening, cooking and nutrition, medicine
and therapy, ecology and environmental protection, and, of course, his part in helping his own
children thrive and grow.

Examples: A woman with a close Ceres-Sun conjunction may find herself surrounded by children, her own as
well as others, and taking care of her garden and animals with great enjoyment. A man with Ceres square his
Sun may find himself in the role a caregiver for children, even through he has none of his own, or in a
counseling or nurturing role with adults.

Ceres represents the way we nurture others and need to be nurtured ourselves by others. It is also concerned with
issues of self-esteem, and to the relationship with our parents and children.

The House position of Ceres shows the area of our life which is currently experiencing a nurturing energy. For
example, if Ceres is in the part of our chart to do with our working environment (the Sixth House) this suggests
that our desire to care for others (and to be cared for ourselves, in return) may be an important aspect of our
work. Ceres also shows which areas of our lives are likely to lead to enhance or hurt our self-esteem, and our
critical or accepting feelings towards others.

The aspects which Ceres makes with other planets or asteroids shows the ways in which our desire to nurture
others is related to the other energies in our personality. For example, a difficult aspect to Saturn would indicate
that there might be some general block in our ability to care for others.

The Ceres asteroid represents the rhythms in a woman's procreation cycles. In her role as mother, the Ceres
woman treasures family heirlooms. The biology of life cycles and female passages are within Ceres's domain.
The great mother, or the principle of unconditional love. Ceres (Demeter) is the goddess of fertility, of the crops
(we get the word "cereal" from Ceres). The myth of Ceres and the loss of her daughter Proserpine (Persephone)
explains the cyclic rhythms of nature and the deeper mysteries of death, the human soul and metempsychosis.
Ceres rules the cyclic structure of the natural world and the rhythms of womanhood and fertility, parenting and
reproduction. Notwithstanding, Ceres, the largest of the asteroids, is clearly a serious malefic, especially when
afflicted, which anyone can see from examining her position in disaster charts. Even a quick reading of the
mythology also reveals that, in her sorrow and grief, she can actually blight the entire world (in order to regain
what she has lost).  "Astrologically, Ceres describes the ways in which we face the issues of self-worth and
self-esteem, relationships to our parents and children, attachment, dependency, loss, separation, rejection, grief,
sharing, work and productivity."

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of Ceres or Demetra

Keywords for Ceres or Demetra



� Juno or Hera (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)
Juno, "the Queen of the Gods," was the wife of Jupiter. She endured her husband's legendary unfaithfulness
while her fidelity to him was well known. She took great care of her beauty, and was considered the patroness of
marriage and fertility. Ina birth chart Juno indicates a concern with all relationships from the need for a
committed, fulfilling relationship to the issues of inequality and injustice that can erupt between partners. Juno's
influence corresponds to that of Libra and Scorpio. Juno Also seems to be the symbol of "Fascinating
womanhood," the image of a women objected to by feminists. It can indicate the desires or dreams of a woman
for a traditional role of a wife, or in the charts of men, their image of women.

or Hera, was the wife of Zeus. As such, she is the Goddess of Marriage who fosters and
sustains union with a partner. More generally, she symbolizes the principle of relatedness and
commitment to another over time. can signify a man's style of dealing with marriage and other forms of
partnership, including, in some cases, business partnerships. Her placement determines how the struggle
between the self and the other plays out, and whether the partnerships a man enters into are
likely to be equal or unequal. Juno may also show the sort of wife a man is likely to pick, and
his attitude toward married women in general. This asteroid has to do with the man in his
procreative role as husband and father, and, by extension, in any joint venture for the
production of a new entity. Just as she does for a woman, Juno may also show how a man
deals with the infidelity of a partner.

Examples: A woman who finds it easy to fascinate men (heads turn when she enters a room) could have Juno
conjunct her ascendant. Larry Flynt, publisher of Hustler magazine, has a close midheaven-Juno square.

Juno affects our capacity for committed relationships and for balanced and fair relations within marriage. While
Venus also affects relationships, Juno is more specifically linked to long-term sexual partnerships, whereas
Venus is concerned with a more general expression of our ability to love.

The House position of Juno shows which areas of our life are likely to lead to relationships. For example, if
Juno is in the part of our chart to do with philosophical thinking and enquiry (the Ninth House), this could mean
that our romantic "soul mate" may be linked in some way to learning.

The aspects which Juno makes with other planets show the ways in which our need to relate to other people is
linked to other parts of our personality. For example, a favourable aspect to Mars would indicate a lot of energy
and vigour in our long-term sexual relationships.

Juno represents the wife, the life partner, the soul mate. This asteroid affects a woman's decision to share herself
with another through a physical, emotional and spiritual union. Juno picks up where Venus leaves off -- after the
courtship phase, when the conquest is over and the love and commitment begin.

The divine consort, or the principle of relatedness. Juno (Hera), the wife of Jupiter (Zeus, the Lord of the Gods)
governs wifely relationships, the role of woman as covenanter and partner. In this way she governs such things
as contracts and binding agreements, through her association with marriage. Juno's rule was overthrown by the
victory of Jupiter, which introduced the custom of marriage and a patriarchial social system. Juno can be fierce
and is bound by a sense of duty and social obligation. Her dark side also rules such things as divorce, and
separation, infidelity and open conflict between partners. "Astrologically Juno describes the ways in which we



face the issues of compatibility, receptivity to others, mutual sharing, trust, jealousy, possessiveness and power
struggles."

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of Juno or Hera

Keywords for Juno or Hera

� Pallas or Pallas Athena (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)
Pallas is related to creative intelligence, and to the capacity for original thought and artistic ability.
Pallas, Athena in Greek mythology, was known s the goddess of wisdom. She is said to have spring fully armed
and full grown from the brow of Jupiter, perhaps indicating the realm of wisdom over which she ruled. As the
warrior goddess she became the protrectress of those in battle. She used her compassionate wisdom to teach
merciful justice and peaceful resolution of dispute. Pallas was a patron of the arts and gave many creative gifts
to humankind, and sometimes was known as a goddess of health. She was wise, helpful, objective, and known
for her absolute chastity. She represents the creative, intelligent woman and, according to legend, stood in rank
second in importance to Jupiter. From Pallas' influence, the feminine wisdom principle was able to adapt and
grow within the emerging patriarchy of the time.

People who have Pallas prominent in their birth charts may serve or care for others - such as with healing
techniques that integrate the mind and body - but show less emotional attachment than those with a Ceres
emphasis. Pallas also indicates an interest in the pattern and structure of things and an ability to strategize and
perceive intuitively and creatively. The influence of Pallas is similar to that of Leo, Libra, and Aquarius.

the daughter of Zeus, is the Goddess of Wisdom who generates mental and
artistic creations from her mind. Sprung from the head of her father, she represents the
principle of creative intelligence. , for a man as well as a woman, can symbolize his capacity for strategy, his
quest for clarity and truth, his sense of justice, the acquisition of skill and ingenuity in useful arts, and
the ability to channel life energy for healing. Just as she can in women, Pallas can signify
either a man's rejection of the feminine within himself, or the drive to integrate the opposite
sexual polarity into his psyche. The placement of Pallas can also suggest how a man perceives
the strong, independent women in his life. This usually has to do with his sense of his own
competence.

Examples: A woman who has Pallas conjunct her midheaven and Mercury may show a strong aptitude for auto
mechanics. A doctor who chooses research in preventive medicine could have Pallas trine his ascendant.

The House that Pallas is in shows the areas of our life where the ability to think and be creative is presently
being expressed. For example, when Pallas is in the Sixth House, the part of our chart to do with work, we
might be especially good at using our creativity to solve work-related problems.

The aspects which Pallas makes with other planets and asteroids shows the ways in which our creative energy is
interacting with other energies in our psyche. For example, a favourable aspect between Pallas and Jupiter



would suggest a search for universal truths, and an ability to see beyond the obvious.

Pallas is both the Warrior Woman and the Peaceful General, representing strength and wisdom. Following her
example, we find our inner courage and strength and know that we will survive life's battles. Our confidence in
our abilities and our level of physical coordination depend in part upon this asteroid's position in our birth
charts.

The warrior queen, the principle of creative intelligence and wisdom. Athene (Minerva) was born from the head
of Zeus (Jupiter), thus being the only Olympian to have been born without a mother. Representing divine
knowledge, or wisdom, she stands for feminine expression of the divine nous, or perfect understanding. She also
rules the relations between fathers and daughters, and all incestuous and abusive relationships, where an
imbalance of power must be righted. Pallas, the wise, female warrior, gives meaning and direction to the
struggles of women to be free from the oppressive domination of the masculine forces."Astrologically Pallas
Athene describes how we face the issues of learning, creativity, the arts, politics, healing, alienation from
relationships, competition, and the fears of success."

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of Pallas or Pallas Athena

Keywords for Pallas or Pallas Athena

� Vesta or Hestia (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)
Vesta is the brightest of the asteroids and at time can even be seen with the naked eye. In Roman mythology,
Vesta was the goddess of the hearth and its fire. She represents the flame which burns away the non-essentials,
leaving only that which is pure.

Astrologically, Vesta is associated with both Scorpio and Virgo, and indicates great concentration on any given
task to the exclusion of everything else. It suggest emotional and personal involvement can become a secondary
to the ability to focus so directly on a goal. Many well known, successful people have Vesta prominent in their
birth charts.

Vesta, or Hestia, was Zeus's elder sister who never married. In mythology she became the
protectress of the hearth and the sacred altar flame. The archetypal Temple Priestess, she is a
virgin in the original sense of being whole and complete in oneself. In the system of goddess
symbols, she represents the principle of spiritual focus and of devotion to following one's
calling. signifies a man's relationship to himself as a complete being, apart from relationships
with others. Her placement can suggest to a man how he can best become still, look within,
and tend to Deity or his inner spirit. Just as she does in women, Vesta can also signify a man's
urge to conserve and preserve the home, the state, the culture and its institutions.

Examples: Mercury trine Vesta in a birth chart indicates an ability to learn easily and quickly from reading. On
the other hand, Vesta-Neptune aspects can indicate a difficulty in focusing o0n or committing to any single
thing.



Vesta is a principle of focus and commitment. It shows the ways in which we deal with the issues of personal
integration and intimacy with others. It also has a link with the way in which we express our sexual energy. It is
perhaps the hardest of the major asteroids to pin down and understand.

The House that Vesta is in shows which area of our life is most like to be the focus of our dedication and our
commitment. It might also show where we are most likely to experience limitations. For example, if Vesta is in
the part of our chart to do with money and resources (the Second House), this suggests a dedication to creating
financial security; or on limitations linked to the need for security.

The aspects which Vesta makes with other planets and asteroids show the ways in which our focusing principle
links in with the other energies that we have at our disposal. For example, a favourable aspect to Mercury would
show someone who is dedicated to clarity and who can focus their ideas very precisely.

Vesta rules devotion, sexuality and health. Known as The Virgin and The Sister, Vesta represents the powerful
woman who sees beyond the scope of herself. Her motivation is the goodness and fulfillment of a greater cause
-- an uplifting of the soul or the education of a generation.

The eternal flame, which burns forever in the hearth. As the principle of focus and commitment, Vesta (Hestia)
was one of the most revered of the goddesses. In ancient times, she was the burning energy at the heart of life
and society. Her call to purification is the rallying cry of truth. "Astrologically Vesta describes the ways in
which we face the issues of personal integration, work, devotion, commitment, sacrifice, alienation from
personal relationships, and a range of sexual complexes based on denial and fear of intimacy."

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of Vesta or Hestia

Keywords for Vesta or Hestia

Hygeia  (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)
Hygia is Health, the divinity whose force fosters agreement among contrary qualities inside the body where it
ought to flourish, and removes it from where it should not be. She is currently known, not as a deity or
intelligent force, but as a passive bodily condition (to be acted upon or be left alone) opposite to that caused by
disease; this condition, though regarded as a purely physical phenomenon, is nevertheless revered as a deity: "A
people gets the gods which it deserves." [Cecil M. Bowra].

Healthy Life, Eternity Hygeia is the Goddess of all healing of body, mind and soul. Hygeia and her snake of
transformation honors your choice in the process.
In Greek mythology, Hygieia was a daughter of Asclepius. She was the goddess of health, cleanliness and
sanitation, and played an important part in her father's cult (see also: asklepieion). While her father was more
directly associated with healing, she was associated with the prevention of sickness and the continuation of good
health. She was often depicted as a young woman feeding a large snake that was wrapped around her body.
Sometimes the snake would be drinking from a jar that she carried.

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of Hygeia



Keywords for Hygeia
Medical concerns and health (especially issues related to FITNESS;) “hygiene” and cleanliness.

The Points

In astrology, the Moon's Nodes are not planets in the strict astronomical sense, but rather sensitive points on the
ecliptic, where the Moon crosses from north to south latitude and vice versa. The body of the "energy dragon" is
the fourth-dimensional path of the Moon by declination, as she weaves her web around the earth. The nodes are
commonly known as the Dragon's Head (Caput Draconis in Latin), the North Node, and Dragon's Tail (Cauda
Draconis), the South Node, although in Indian Astrology they are known as Rahu and Ketu. The Dragon's Head,
a "shadow planet" exalted in Gemini, is considered benefic (good), whilst the Dragon's Tail, exalted in
Sagittarius, is considered malefic (evil) in influence. Their motion is normally retrograde at the rate of roughly
one degree every 19 days (compare the 19 year cycle of lunation); periods of direct motion are therefore
considered unfortunate. The placement of the Nodes is important, because it illustrates a relationship between
the Moon, the Earth and the Sun. Eclipses can be calculated by the movement of the nodal axis.

� Dragon’s Head (North Node)
Aspects to the North Node concern or affect relationships to prevailing trends, attitudes and opportunities. The
Dragon's Head represents your karmic objectives in this lifetime. It points the way towards soul growth and
evolution. The sign holding your Dragon's Head reveals the flavour of your karma in this lifetime, while its
house placement shows the area of life in which you need to develop, or become conscious of this karma.
Positive aspects to the Dragon's Head are generally favourable from the benefics (Venus and Jupiter), Sun,
Moon and Mercury, whilst sextile or trine from Mars, Uranus, Saturn, Neptune and Pluto also have beneficial
effects. Square and opposition from the benefics and conjunction, square and opposition from the malefics are
unfortunate, according to the matters signified by house and planet afflicted. The kind of person for whom we
search for or get on with. 'Benefit without conscious effort'. Regarded as being concerned with life's lessons as
bought about by Karma. The main area in life in which progress should be made. The sign of the North Node
indicates the manner in which we should strive to reach required goals.

Rahu is the Sanskrit name for the Dragon's Head - the Moon's North node. In Sanatana Dharma mythology Rahu
is a Daitya (demon) who possessed an appendage like a dragon's tail, and made himself immortal by stealing
from the gods some Amrita - elixir of divine life - which they obtained by churning an ocean of milk. Unable to
deprive him of his immortality, Vishnu exiled him from Earth and made of him the constellation Draco: his
head called Rahu, and tail Ketu - astronomically speaking, the Moon's ascending and descending nodes. Using
his appendage as a weapon, he has ever since waged a destructive war on the denouncers of his robbery, the Sun
and the Moon, which he swallows during the eclipse. The fable is presumed to have a mystic or occult meaning.
(v. Nodes, Moon's.) 
Rahu breaks social boundaries on Sex, Death, and other Taboos
Rahu gives the spirit emotional permission to break taboos & manifest passions long suppressed in the
subconscious.  
Because social moral codes are essentially systems of taboo-management, taboo-crossing Rahu is associated
with breakdown of the moral code.
Rahu is the "North Node of the Moon" = Dragon's Head = Caput Draconis.
Rahu has the influence of Jupiter conjunction Venus.  It gives intense appreciation and respect for the area by
house where Rahu is located or transiting.  There is popularity in this place with optimism and cheerfulness. 



This is a lucky place.

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of the Dragon’s Head

Keywords for the Dragon’s Head
Vocation or application point. Right-of-way.

�  Dragon’s Tail (South Node)
Aspects to the Dragon's Tail display the results of innate unconscious tendencies and karmic patterns as they
emerge in the life. They tend to be separative and destructive. Any aspect to the South Node from any planet is
unfortunate for matters to do with the house and planet activated thereby. Past life hangovers are represented by
the position and aspects of the Dragon's Tail. The position of the Dragon's Tail is generally indicative of past life
connections or commitments in a relationship analysis. Aspects thereto are also most interesting, especially if a
pre-natal eclipse falls there, either natally or in conjunction with a progression or major transit. The kind of
person we avoid. The area in life where sacrifice is demanded without reward. Represents talents, abilities and
habits brought forward from a previous lifetime, which the person tends to use freely and resort to in times of
stress. 

Ketu is the Sanskrit name for the Dragon's Tail - the Moon's South node. 

Ketu, the Dragon's Tail, or south lunar node. In Vedic astrology, Ketu is Mokshakaraka ("liberation indicator").
Ketu is the "South Node of the Moon" = Dragon's Tail = Cauda Draconis.
Ketu has the influence of a Mars conjunct Saturn.  In Ketu, too much of the Saturn accent can produce fear and
hold the Mars action back.  This can give poor timing. since ketu  craves for amrit ( which makes u free from
bondages),  it is regarded as mokshakaraka, the node which will produce craving for immortality, salvation ( the
soul is immortal, but one needs to seek the truth), or liberation. 

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of the Dragon’s Tail

Keywords for the Dragon’s Tail

�  Vertex
Things over which no one has control.

The kind of person who will cause important changes which will have an internal and external effect.

The kind of person who will interest and influence us.

Transits by Saturn, Uranus, Neptune and Pluto over this point correlate to very impressive important changes in
life. 



The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of the Vertex 

Keywords for the Vertex

�  Equatorial Ascendant
the ascendant of the chart if you'd been born at the equator. Symbolizes who you think you are.

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of the Equatorial Ascendant 

Keywords for the Equatorial Ascendant

� Part of Fortune

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of the Part of Fortune 

Keywords for the Part of Fortune

Galactic Center

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of the Galactic Center 

Keywords for the Galactic Center

Other Chaldean or Ægean Lots (sometimes called Arabian Parts)

Aspects
Aspects are an important part of modern astrology. As the planets move in their elongated orbits around the Sun,
they form various angular relationships with one another, using the Sun (or Earth) as the center. These are called
aspects. An important part of astrology is understanding how the planets interact. The planets form various
angular relationships to each other which are called aspects. Imagine an aspect as the blending of the rays of two



planets.
The most popular aspects result from dividing the circle by numbers like 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 resulting in aspects
such as the conjunction (0 degrees), opposition (180 degrees), trine (120 degrees), square (90 degrees), and so
forth. When two planets form an aspect with one another, their energies and natures are said to combine and
work in harmony or discord. For example, when two planets are exactly on opposite sides of the Sun (Earth),
they are in opposition.
The most popular aspects can be divided into three main categories:
The "emphatic" aspects:  The emphatic aspects are those that emphasize or align two planetary energies with
one another.
Aspects: angles of relationship between two moving planets; stages in a synodic cycle at which recognisable
developments, transitions or crises can occur, found by subdividing the Zodiac by divisors such as 2, 3, 4, 6, 8,
12. Minor aspects are finer angles found by dividing the Zodiac by 5, 7 or 9.

Aspects: fundamental: conjunction and opposition; challenging: square, semisquare and sesquiquadrate;
flowing: trine and sextile; incidental: semisextile and quincunx; applying: approaching exaction, into aspect;
separating: moving out of aspect; retrograde: an aspect formed by either one or two planets in retrograde
motion.
The "hard" aspects: square (90 degrees) and semi-square (45 degrees).  These represent challenge, obstacles, and
substance. They provide meat and potatoes in our life. Too many can block or obstruct the life flow, yet too few
can cause life to be weak or thin.
The "soft" aspects: trine  (120 degrees) and sextile (60 degrees) The soft aspects bring ease, clarity, and vision to
our lives. We can see, grasp, and understand what is happening. Too few of the soft aspects means we don't
know what we are doing or what is happening in our lives, while too many soft aspects make for a life that runs
cool, is overly mental, and lacking in substance.

Also worthy of consideration when looking at aspects are the planets involved. Aspects to the Sun and Moon
(the lights) are most important, followed by the planetary aspects involving  Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter,
Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto. If your natal chart has an accurate birth time, then aspects to the chart
angles (ascendant and midheaven) are also important. The particular combination can make a difference too.
Aspects between planets such as Saturn and Mars (traditional malefics) are obviously more potentially explosive
than the same aspect between Venus and Jupiter (traditional benefics).

�Conjunction (0 degrees) (or �with the dot filled in, for a Solar Eclipse or Lunar occultation)

Two planets, or other points at the same point in the Zodiac are said to be in conjunction. Their natures are fused
or blended into one.
A conjunction occurs when two planets are in the same part of the Zodiac. A conjunction is measured from plus
or minus zero degrees, in other words right next to each other. When planets are conjunct they can unite efforts
and combine forces. Conjunct planets are at the alpha omega point where cycles begin and end. This creates
urgency, emphasis, unity and fusion. It's a very subjective state of energy, strong-headed and one-tracked.
Impulses will be acted out. We're looking at an inauguration, a blending, a start. This is the most intense and
personal of all the aspects. Close interactions are likely. We're talking about synthesis, solidarity and cohesion.
A conjunction resonates with Mars, Cardinal, Fire and Aries energy.
Conjunction is when two planets are in the same degree of longitude (or within orb). It gives great strength to
the energies of the interacting planets. This aspect can be either harmonious or discordant depending upon the
nature of the planets involved. Conjunctions with Mars or Saturn, and sometimes with Uranus or Neptune, can



be difficult, especially conjunctions between these planets. More can be determined about the nature of a
particular conjunction by comparing the nature of the sign in which it occurs to the natures of the planets
involved. A planet strongly compatible to the sign of conjunction can dominate the energies of the other planet.
The Conjunction is a 1st harmonic aspect - the division of the circle by 1. Two planets are conjunct if they
occupy the same position in the chart by sign and degree. When two planets are conjunct, they tend to blend
their energies and always act together. Conjunctions are extremely important aspects, and the closer the
conjunction is, the more important the aspect will be to the individual. Conjunctions also represent the
beginning of a new cycle involving the two planets.

The more Esoteric meanings of the Conjunction Aspect 

Keywords for the Conjunction Aspect

�Opposition (180 degrees) (or �with the dots filled in, such as the Lunar Eclipse)

Two planets, or other points at opposite sides of the Zodiac. The energies are in alignment with each other. They
can pull together or apart, depending upon the nature of the planets involved.
An opposition occurs when two planets are in opposite parts of the Zodiac. An opposition is measured from plus
or minus one hundred and eighty degrees which is on half of a circle. When planets are opposed there's a
balancing act and a push-pull process which can be complementary or antagonistic. Energy may be projected on
to people or situations. Certainly there's a need to evaluate and reflect. Controversy and contradiction are
possible. There may be a choice to fight or leave. Perhaps it's a game of give and take. To avoid struggle and
stalemate, compromise may be necessary. An opposition can signal time to change sides or reclaim power. An
opposition resonates with Earth, Fixed and Taurus energy.
Opposition occurs when planets and/or points are exactly opposite each other in the Zodiac, causes stress and
awareness. This polarity, though tense, does not have to be discordant as these opposites are complementary.
The Opposition is a 2nd harmonic aspect - the division of the circle by 2, resulting in a 180 degree aspect.
Planets in opposition are directly across the chart from each other, and therefore can "see" each other very
clearly. Oppositions are always about learning how to balance the energy and expression of the planets and signs
involved. Sometimes when two planets are in opposition, it can feel like only one can be 'used' at a time; if one
is "on" the other must then be "off". The key with oppositions is learning how to integrate the two planets so
that they can both function at the same time.

The more Esoteric meanings of the Opposition Aspect 

Keywords for the Opposition Aspect

�Trine (120 degrees)

A trine usually occurs when two planets are the same element of the Zodiac. A trine is measured from plus or



minus one hundred and twenty degrees which in one third of a circle. When planets are trine things can be
nonchalant and easily fall into place. Passive reception can be the vibe here. Trines indicate harmony, flow,
cooperation, ease, skill and karmic accrual. Trines reduce stress, friction and discomfort. They facilitate
agreement. A trine resonates with Mercury, Mutable, Air and Gemini energy.
Trine is the most harmonious aspect. In most cases, it joins planets in congenial signs of the same element.
These energies combine with ease. The drawback is the lack of challenge -- getting benefits without effort.
The Trine is a 3rd harmonic aspect - the division of the circle by 3, resulting in a 120 degree aspect. The 3rd
harmonic is very creative, although it represents more creative potential than it does creative expression. Planets
in Trine are usually in the same element (Fire, Earth, Air or Water), and this represents a very harmonious flow
of energy between the two planets. Trines represent inborn talents and gifts. However, Trines are notoriously
lazy and require a conscious effort to make use of their gifts.

The more Esoteric meanings of the Trine Aspect 

Keywords for the Trine Aspect 

�Square (90 degrees)

A square usually occurs when two planets are the same triplicity of the Zodiac. A square is measured from plus
or minus ninety degrees which in one quarter of a circle. When planets are square you can bet that there's
creative tension that requires extra work. Planets that square each other can be openly divisive, work against and
inhibit each other. The energy is restless and busy. When it does assert itself in a positive way it is some of the
most productive force going. Meanwhile, there can be tension, inertia and blockages. A square resonates with
the Moon, Cardinal, Water and Cancer energy.
Square is traditionally regarded as unfavorable. It represents the struggle of two forces at cross-purposes. The
square brings stress and denotes obstacles which can inspire growth through concentrated effort.
The Square is a 4th harmonic aspect - the division of the circle by 4, resulting in a 90 degree aspect. The 4th
harmonic is where things first begin to manifest on the material plane. Planets that are square each other are
usually in the same Modality (Cardinal, Fixed or Mutable) and squares can feel as if the planets are working at
cross-purposes to each other. Squares create tension and conflict, and are generally uncomfortable. However,
squares are also how we achieve things, and get things done.

The more Esoteric meanings of the Square Aspect

Keywords for the Square Aspect

�Sextile (60 degrees)

A sextile usually occurs when two planets are in complementary element of the Zodiac, such as fire and air or
water and earth. Sextiles are measured from plus or minus sixty degrees which is one sixth of a circle. Because
they are chock full of opportunity and fruitfulness, sextiles are considered the luckiest of aspects. Sextiles can



indicate the trends are with you. They're a time of co-operation; a merging of the yin with the yang. They're
practically an invitation to action. There's something charming and exciting about a sextile. A sextile resonates
with Chiron, Mutable, Earth and Virgo energy.
Sextile is a favorable aspect, the planets usually being in congenial signs of compatible elements. This aspect
can allow the influences of the planets to work in harmony. However, the sextile only brings opportunity. These
opportunities must be acted upon to be of use.
The Sextile is a 6th harmonic aspect - the division of the circle by 6, resulting in a 60 degree aspect. The sixth
harmonic is considered to be one of balance, harmony and rest. Planets that are Sextile each other are usually in
the same polarity, but different elements (i.e. Earth and Water (both feminine) or Fire and Air (both masculine)).
Sextiles represent an opportunity for the two planets to work with each other in a flowing and harmonious way;
however, unlike Trines where the flow is always there, Sextiles must be activated to take advantage of them.
Sextiles truly represent opportunities.

The more Esoteric meanings of the Sextile Aspect

Keywords for the Sextile Aspect

�Semi-Square (45 degrees)

The Semi-Square is an 8th Harmonic Aspect - the division of the circle by 8, resulting in a 45 degree aspect (or
half of a square). The 8th harmonic, like the 4th harmonic is also action oriented, and operates on the material
plane. However, because of the 2nd harmonic aspect (2 x 4th harmonic), the 8th harmonic also introduces an
element of balance and rest. Semi-Squares occur in signs that share a common polarity (masculine (Fire and
Air) or feminine (Earth and Water)), and therefore there is the potential for harmony between them. This is still
a "hard" aspect in that it can be uncomfortable and force us to take some action in order to resolve the
discomfort; however, Semi-Squares can be resolved more quickly than squares because of the ability to find that
point of balance.

The more Esoteric meanings of the Semi-Square Aspect 

Keywords for the Semi-Square Aspect

�Semi-Sextile (30 degrees)

A Semi-Sextile occurs when two planets are plus or minus thirty degrees apart. A semi-sextile is one twelfth of
a circle. A semi-sextile is somewhat comparable to the pearl within an oyster. The oyster itself is illusive and
then once you have it you still have to dig to get the benefit. Semi-sextiles are receptive and internalizing. They
often indicate latent abilities and require preparation. Planets in semi-sextile aspect help to clarify each other.
Semi-sextiles help link the perimeter to the center. Energy and resources are attracted. Semi-sextiles require
both worldly assets and spiritual goods. Often they can indicate the power of divination and subliminal
influence. Higher consciousness is required to make effective use of this energy. Semi-sextiles resonate with



Neptune, Mutable, Water and Pisces energy.
The Semi-Sextile is a 12th harmonic aspect - it is 1/12 of the circle or 30 degrees. Planets that are Semi-Sextile
to each other are in signs that are adjacent to each other. Like the Quincunx, the Semi-Sextile signs have nothing
in common by either polarity, modality or element. However, unlike the Quincunx the Semi-Sextile is usually
an easier aspect to work with because each sign naturally evolves to the next sign. The Semi-Sextile is usually
considered to be a weakly harmonious influence, one that requires even more effort to activate and take
advantage of than the Sextile.

The more Esoteric meanings of the Semi-Sextile Aspect

Keywords for the Semi-Sextile Aspect

� Quincunx (150 degrees)

A quincunx occurs when two planets are plus or minus one hundred and fifty degrees apart. The Quincunx is
five twelfths of a circle. Adjustment is the key word here. There is a gnawing uneasiness, things are not clean
cut. There is a strange tug-o-war. Unconscious negligence can cause problems. The quincunx can be described
as an irritant which leads to fulfillment. First, power may be dampened. There could be a need to give more than
you get. Things may seem out of joint. There's some sort of quandary that requires readjustment, a change in
routine and a need to analyze and perfect.
The Quincunx is actually a 12th harmonic aspect - it is 5/12 of the circle, or a 150 degree aspect. Signs that are
Quincunx each other have nothing traditional in common - they share nothing by polarity, element or modality
(although some of the signs connect in other, less obvious ways). When planets are Quincunx each other, they
can often feel like an opposition in that there should be a way to balance them, and we may try to. However,
there isn't a way of balancing these planets, and Quincunxes generally require some sort of adjustment.

The more Esoteric meanings of the Quincunx Aspect

Keywords for the Quincunx Aspect

  Quintile (72 degrees)

Quintiles are measured from plus or minus seventy-two degrees. BiQuintiles are measured from plus or minus
one hundred and forty four degrees which is one or two fifths of a circle. When planets are quintile or bi-quintile
this is an indication of uncommon creative energy and talent. They are trend-setters and need an audience. The
energy here is specialized and purposely striving toward power. Quintile and bi-quintile energy can be romantic,
playful and demonstrative. The Quintile family of aspects can indicate science, math and engineering. There's a
need to make things happen. Cosmic will seems to be at play here, so if creative things aren't happening, then
look for destruction. Quintiles and BiQuintiles bring a certain dignity, clarity, pride and unusual sexual energy.
A Quintile resonates with the Sun, Fixed, Fire and Leo energy.
The Quintile is a 5th harmonic aspect - it is 1/5 of the circle or 72 degrees. The Quintile is not an easy aspect to



see directly, and this is one of the reasons that it is not often used by many astrologers. The 5th harmonic relates
to creativity in action, and tends to operate on the mental plane rather than the physical plane. Quintiles have
been linked to great creativity, and, being a 5th harmonic, also to a need for freedom and change.

The more Esoteric meanings of the Quintile Aspect

Keywords for the Quintile Aspect

!Sesquiquadrate (135 degrees) 

Planets four and one-half signs apart indicate agitation, which may not be evident to observers.
A sesquisquare is where you may be making a "mountain out of a mole-hill. The sesquisquare is a 135° angle
(8° "orb" or less). It will reveal an area of frustration or disappointment. This is most likely due to the fact that
you may be blowing the facts or situation clean out of proportion.

This aspect is asking you to chill out. It means that you need to develop some endurance, persistence and
patience to avoid the overwhelming feelings of impatience and resentment. 
The Sesquiquadrate is also an 8th Harmonic Aspect - it is 3/8 of the circle or 135 degrees. Sesquiquadrates tend
to be slightly less action-oriented than the Semi-Squares. They still represent a feeling of tension, and a need for
a release, of course. However, planets that are Sesquiquadrate each other, are usually 5 signs apart, and are
therefore in signs that are Quincunx each other and have nothing in common. Sesquiquadrates are often best
handled through humor - often being able to joke about the associated situations can release the tension.

The more Esoteric meanings of the Sesquiquadrate Aspect

Keywords for the Sesquiquadrate Aspect

"Novile (40 degrees)

A Novile occurs when two planets are plus or minus forty degrees apart. A bi-novile occurs when two planets
are eighty degrees apart. A quadra-novile occurs when two planets at one hundred and sixty degrees apart. The
novile aspects are one, two and four ninths of a circle. The novile series of aspects are related to the trines and
sextiles. They're all in the same family as it were. The word novena is rooted in novile. Noviles are related to the
nine muses and to the ennead. The novile conveys a somewhat charismatic, transcendental, mystical force, latent
karmic details and spiritual growth. Noviles can indicate ceremony and relate to marriage. Noviles resonate with
Jupiter, Fire, Mutable and Sagittarius energy.
The Novile is a 9th harmonic aspect - it is 1/9 of the circle, or 40 degrees. In numerology, the number 9 relates
to the end of a cycle; there is an element of completion and perfection here, as well as an element of being tested
before being allowed to move on to the next cycle. Noviles (also called Noniles) have been linked with
perfection and completion, and they have also been linked (somewhat less appropriately, I feel) with
imprisonment and difficulty. Again, I feel that Noviles tend to operate on a more spiritual level than on a



mundane level, and that they do indicate that we will be tested on our skills in working with the two planets
involved; they also indicate that we have reached a point with these two planets where we have adequate
resources and experience to pass the test - all we need to is integrate this and let ourselves be guided by spirit. In
Jyotish (Vedic) astrology, the 9th harmonic chart is the chart of Marriage.

The more Esoteric meanings of the Novile Aspect

Keywords for the Novile Aspect

#Biquintile (144 degrees)

BiNovile (80 degrees)

The more Esoteric meanings of the Biquintile Aspect 

Keywords for the Biquintile Aspect 

$Septile (51 degrees 26 minutes)

There is a whole family of septile aspects including the septile, bi-septile and tri-septile forming one, two and
three sevenths of a circle respectively. Septiles are measured in denominations of fifty-one degrees twenty-five
minutes, one hundred two degrees fifty one minutes five seconds and one-hundred-fifty-four degrees, seventeen
minutes and two seconds. The septile family of aspects is very different. They divide the circle into one, two and
three sevenths respectively. This is the first series of aspects that to not divide evenly. This is a somewhat
irrational force of energy, something sacred and holy going on here. Much like the number seven, Septiles
contain spiritual power and imply the possibility of cosmic intervention. Septiles indicate harmony and union
though in a non-conforming way. These aspects can indicate extraordinary creative efforts at self-knowledge
and ultimate understanding and canbe a real turn on. Septiles resonate with Venus, Cardinal, Air and Libra
energy.
The Septile is a 7th harmonic aspect - it is 1/7 of the circle, and the first harmonic that does not evenly divide
the circle. Septiles are 51 1/2 degree aspects, and are extremely difficult to see in the chart without the aid of a
computer program or an aspect dial. The 7th harmonic has been associated with matters of fate and karma, and
also with spirituality and our connections to our higher self. In numerology, the number 7 is the first number that
we can not grasp by just looking at it (we can tell how many objects there are up to six without having to count
or break them down into smaller groups). The number 7 is just beyond our ability to comprehend. Personally, I
feel that Septiles relate more to our spiritual lessons than anything else, and that they require a conscious effort
in order to experience or work with them.

The more Esoteric meanings of the Septile Aspect 

Keywords for the Septile Aspect 



% Parallel
Not really aspects (angles) but relationships to the equator, north or south, that is, declination. Parallel is when
the planets are within one degree of orb in declination.

The more Esoteric meanings of the Parallel Aspect 

Keywords for the Parallel Aspect 

& Contraparallel 
Contraparallel is when they are the same degree, but one is north and the other south.

The more Esoteric meanings of the Contraparallel Aspect 

Keywords for the Contraparallel Aspect 

Orbs 
An orb is the distance by which a planet is allowed to deviate from the exact aspect. The modern standard sets
an orb according to the aspect, but traditional techniques allow for the prominence of the planet involved, so
that an aspect between the Sun and Moon, for example, is allowed a larger orb than an aspect between Mercury
and Venus. The more exact the aspect, the stronger the influence, the looser the aspect the weaker the influence.
Aspects given in the calendar are listed at their exact times. This is when they are strongest but the influences
are present before and after the aspect is exact. This aura of influence is called the orb.  When two planets are in
aspect, the faster moving planet is said to be aspecting the other. The inner planets generally move faster than
the outer planets.

"Exact" aspects and aspect's "orbs"  Aspects between planets gradually form, become exact, and separate. When
an aspect is exact, it has its greatest impact. Yet, the effect of most aspects can be felt for some time before and
after the moment when it is exact. The range within which an aspect is in operation is called its "orb of
influence,"  or simply its orb. An orb of one or two degrees of arc on either side of the exact aspect is considered
a close or tight orb, while an orb of 10 degrees is loose.

Applying & Separating Aspects

When two planets are moving together to an exact aspect they are applying. When they are moving apart from
the exact aspect they are separating. Applying aspects are uually stronger psychologically than separating



aspects. In event and horary horoscopes separating aspects refer to past events and applying aspects refer to
future events. 
Aspects must also be examined as to whether they are applying or separating. When two planets are coming
together, the aspect is said to be applying. Separating occurs when the faster planet is pulling away from the
aspect to the slower planet. The orb for the aspect is larger when it is applying than separating. The energies of
two planets in the process of coming together into exact aspect interact more powerfully than wen they are
moving apart. For example, a conjunction is zero degrees, but the influences of the two planets would begin to
interact when they come as close as, say, ten degrees. They would be out of orb when the faster planet has
moved six or so degrees beyond the slower.

It is a matter of personal opinion and experience in deciding whether or not two planets can be considered with
the orb of a specific aspect. The intensity of an aspect is open to interpretation.

Aspects in Dissociate Signs

This would occur if, for example, the planet in Scorpio was conjunct a planet in Libra or Sagittarius, trine a
planet in Aquarius or in opposition to a planet in Gemini. If the planets in an aspect are in dissociate signs this
makes the issues raised more varied and potentially complicated, but a true understanding of this can only be
gained with experience in chart interpretation. Much the same occurs when two planets are in a conjunction but
in adjacent houses rather than in the same house. 

Unaspected Planets

Opinions differ over the interpretation of unaspected planets. It is best to learn from experience, but the
following guidelines are useful. First, the planet may be difficult to express. The principle it represents may be
badly integrated with the rest of the personality and may even be neglected. In complete contrast, the lack of
aspects may mean that the planet is unrestrained by other planets and therefore assumes an exaggerated
importance.

Retrograde, Stationary Retrograde, Stationary Direct

Around the year 1540, Copernicus offered a heliocentric model for the movements of the Planets, where the
center was occupied no longer by the Earth, but by the Sun. In Copernicus' model, planets still moved in circles,
so he still needed to use some epicycles; but these, now, were only to explain the subtler irregularities.
Retrograde motions arise from the combined motions of the planets and the Earth. Copernicus reasoned that
planets further away from the sun would move more slowly than closer ones. As a faster planet overtakes the
Earth in their rotations, its motion against the stars, as seen from the Earth, reverses. When a Planet, or Point for
that matter appears to move backwards relative to our position on the surface of the Earth we say it is in
Retrograde motion. At the moment when it appears to stop before going Retrograde we say it is Stationary
Retrograde. At the moment when it appears to stop before resuming Direct motion we say it is Stationary Direct.

These positionings of Planets and Points occur when a planet appears to move backward in the Zodiac, it is said
to be "retrograde." This takes place when planets are far away from the sun and close to the earth. Retrograde
planets may indicate a zig zag pattern of energy and a need to "take one step back before taking two steps
forward." When a planet is retrograde there is a "re" theme at work. Engines are reversed. Retreat, repeat,



review and re-evaluation may be in order. Retrograde planets represent lack of perspective and diminished
perspective. Often there is more than meets the eye. Things don't always come fast when the associated planet is
retrograde, but delays aren't denials. Backwards can be beautiful.

'Retrograde

The more Esoteric meanings of Retrograde

Keywords for Retrograde

 ( Stationary Retrograde

The more Esoteric meanings of Stationary Retrograde

Keywords for Stationary Retrograde

 ) Stationary Direct

The more Esoteric meanings of Stationary Direct

Keywords for Stationary Direct



The Signs of the Zodiac

The Zodiac (Greek, Zodiacos, "circle of animals") is divided into twelve signs in Western astrology which
represent phases of an uninterrupted, flowing cycle of growth. The signs of the Zodiac are classified by their
element, quality and polarity. The elements of fire, earth, air and water are used to sort the Signs into four
elemental groupings. In an extreme over-generalization the fire signs (Aires, Leo, Sagittarius) are inspirational,
self-motivating and future oriented. In an extreme over-generalization the  earth signs (Taurus, Virgo,
Capricorn) are practical, conservative and often materialistic. In an extreme over-generalization the  air signs
(Gemini, Libra, Aquarius) are intellectual, person-oriented and communicative. In yet another extreme over-
generalization the  water signs (Cancer, Scorpio, Pisces) are emotional, intuitive and attuned to subtle
"vibrations."

The three qualities of signs are cardinal, fixed and mutable. Cardinal signs (Aries, Cancer, Libra and Capricorn)
are initiating, restless and goal-oriented. Fixed signs (Taurus, Leo, Scorpio and Aquarius) are concentrated,
stubborn and persistent. Mutable signs (Gemini, Virgo, Sagittarius and Pisces) are adaptable and have strong
mental abilities. Cardinal signs begin each season of the year. These signs initiate change and are the primal
force for each season. Fixed signs consolidate and make permanent that which the cardinal signs began. The
mutable signs are the signs of change and mark the termination of the old and preparation for the new.

Signs have a positive or negative polarity. Beginning with Aries, the signs alternate positive then negative. Fire
and air signs are positive or self-expressive. Water and earth signs are negative or self-repressive. Positive
polarity is yang and has a nature that is outgoing. Negative polarity is yin and is more withdrawn and
introverted, receptive and responsive, reacting to outside influences.



Garden of Life Astrological Suggested Zodiac Sign
Symbols and Terminology

Symbols Garden of Life Suggested Names Traditional Names

� � Ōvêç Aries

� � В̄ōÿ Taurus

� � ДēōΣǫя̇’яֿē Gemini

� � LêRRRR’fēñüÿ Cancer

� � øēōnōç Leo

� � Åṡ’ÿ"R̄āēä Virgo

� � !æŁäñ"4û Libra

	 � Āē"ōç Scorpio


 	 ÂṘk̇’k̇êṘēßs Sagittarius

� 
 Xæṗ’ṗяēōLüÿ Capricorn

� � Äk̇’Q̄.H¯ ôṡ’"üṡ Aquarius

  !êRRRRēōṡ˙tēßç Pisces



*  a a 
Aries: The Ram,           Ōvêç (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)

Aires, the first sign of the Zodiac, is the emergence of the sprouting seed. It is the point of all beginnings. Aries
is the outrushing force --sound and fury-- primitive self-expression -- the joy o f being. Its forcefulness is much
like the ram which lowers its head and blindly charges. The Aries influence gives an adventurous, pioneering
spirit, courage and a blunt and direct manner. The forcefulness of Aries is so strong that restrictions cannot be
endured. Aries people are forever moving on to new projects, seldom completing the old ones. An Aries person
inhibited by daily routine and a sedentary life is likely to eventually explode. The "me first" attitude of Aries can
go to the extremes of selfishness, crudeness, egotistical attitudes and foolhardiness if it is not tempered by
sensitivity to other and strong guiding ideals.

Aries is the first sign of the zodiac, ruled by Mars. It represents offensive power and begins at the spring
equinox. In Aries we move from the potential to the actual; from dormant to active participation. Desire,
initiative, courage and action are words which best describe Aries.

AriesPersonal traits of an Aries person are openness, enthusiasm and individualism. They are outspoken, alert,
quick to act and speak. They prefer to speak than listen. Arians are ambitious, with lots of drive and a strong
desire to lead. They make poor followers. Fiercely independent, they usually take the side of the underdog in any
controversy. They are champions of lost causes and losing battles. This trait is due to a strong belief in their own
abilities to turn any situation around.

Arian values are more intellectual than spiritual. Primarily people of action, they demonstrate little subtlety or
cunning. Frank and amiable, they make quick decisions, and grasp ideas just as quickly. Quick mind, and just as
quick to anger, Arians are known for their impatience, and are prone to be arrogant.

Astrology Aries have a strong self image, the ability to think fast and size up most situations in an instant.
Arians calculate risks with lightning speed and make decisions accordingly. An adage that fits the Arian well is
'A straight line is the shortest distance between two points'. Arians don't waste time and energy beating around
the bush, they come straight to the point, and leave the bodies where they fall.

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of Aries: The Ram, Ōvêç

Keywords for Aries: The Ram, Ōvêç
I AM
Spring. The pioneer, adventurer. Courage, daring, boldness. The fountainhead or source. Energetic, start,
beginning, manifestation, Head and Face



+    b b 

Taurus: The Bull,           В̄ōÿÿÿÿ (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)

Taurus combines the practicality of earth with the concentrated nature of a fixed sign. Taurus people, being
ruled by Venus, are lovers of beauty and are themselves often quite charming. They are very affectionate, but
their strong need for security sometimes lets their affectionate nature become possessive. Taurus people are
strongly rooted in their opinions. They can be stubborn and don't like to be contradicted. However, Taurus
people can change. Just don't expect that to happen more than once! Tauruses are particularly patient and often
reliable and practical if their laziness and inertia don't get the better of them. Tauruses have incredible endurance
and they often have an excellent business sense. They crave luxury, art and good food.

The second sign of the zodiac, Taurus is ruled by Venus. The glyph represents the Bull, Taurus's symbol. The
sign is concerned with the manifestation of the self, with basic needs being foremost. Ruled by Venus, Taurus
personalities tend to be driven by their affections.

     Taurus is the direct opposite of the Aries character. Taurean people tend to be slow, methodical, practical and
reserved. They are also stolid, tenacious and determined. Possessing tremendous willpower and self-discipline,
they are inclined to stick to tried and traditional methods. Their greatest satisfaction derives from results
produced directly by their personal efforts. 

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of Taurus: The Bull, В̄ōÿÿÿÿ

Keywords for Taurus: The Bull, В̄ōÿÿÿÿ
I EXIST
The universe's response, reaction to the new impulse at Aries. Aries draws forth in Taurus a body or
environment to match the impulse. Every new thought or impulse draws forth a response from the universe.
Taurus is the body that comes forth. It is all kinds of having, fielding, response. The field. The ear. Taurus is the
steady, deliberate, determined response of life to new ideas, impulses, and so on -- possessing them, embodying
them.



,  c  c 
Gemini: The Twins,           ДēōΣǫя̇’яֿē (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)

Gemini is a mutable air sign. Some people feel that Gemini is a sign of neither a positive nor negative polarity.
This is the sign of the twins, Castor and Pollux, who are the two sides of one personality. In Gemini the restless
intelligence of air is combined with the adaptability of the mutable nature. Gemini is ruled by Mercury which
emphasizes communication. Geminis are versatile, sometimes witty, logical, inquisitive, spontaneous and
talkative. Unfortunately, they also tend to be nervous, restless, superficial and inconsistent.  The metal of
Gemini is Quicksilver (Mercury) which has not shape of its own. Try to hold it and it flows through your
fingers. So does the elusive Gemini.

The third sign of the zodiac, Gemini is ruled by Mercury which represents intelligence invested in matter. The
glyph symbolizes two pieces of wood bound together. In ancient times this was seen to signify the conflicts
arising from contradictory mental processes. Geminis establish their relationship between the self and material
substance through a balance of opposing thoughts. This bond may also be interpreted as the link between
rhythm and form.

Earthlore Horoscope In Gemini we move from the action, reaction response of Aries, Taurus to the interaction
response. The Gemini nature Interacts with the environment, investigating, learning, knowing and exchanging
ideas. The intellect dominates Gemini, and all things intellectual are valued greatly. As communication is also
of importance to Geminis, knowledge is never a thing to be hoarded. Seldom is a twin more entertained than in
the midst of exchanging ideas with others of an intellectual nature.

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of Gemini: The Twins, ДēōΣǫя̇’яֿē

Keywords for Gemini: The Twins, ДēōΣǫя̇’яֿē
I THINK
The endless search for experience, substance, and limits. Always in motion, communicating, inquiring,
investigating, exploring. "Getting to know you, getting to know all about you." Nervous, versatile, inventive,
curious, linking, reasoning, making connections.



- d  d 
Cancer: The Crab,           LLLLêRRRR’fēñüÿÿÿÿ (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)

In Cancer the unstable, emotional nature of water express in the cardinal mode becomes restless. However, the
self-repressive nature of Cancer tends to keep this energy below the surface, pursuing rather definite goals in
secretive or unconscious ways. Cancers, much like their symbol the crab, can appear hard and insensitive on the
outside, yet they are soft and vulnerable on the inside, at times even overly sensitive and easily hurt. Like the
crab, Cancers are evasive--always side-stepping-preferring not to confront anything too directly. They tend to
hid within their shells and it therefore takes time and effort to get to know them well, especially since they w ill
often resist your prying into their secret lives. Cancer is ruled by the Moon, giving this sign its flowing,
emotional nature and its abundant fertility f imagination. cancers are sensitive, cautious, sympathetic, kind,
protective, shrewd, resourceful and moody. However, their touchy, moody emotionalism can, at times, get out of
hand.

The name derives from Latin, meaning literally, the crab. The ruler of the fourth sign of the zodiac is the Moon,
the Crab, its symbol. The glyph has varied interpretations. This is often seen as representing the breasts,
indicating the area of the body ruled by Cancer, as well as the fundamental nurturing nature of the sign. This is
also seen as two crab's claws, intertwined in a way which represents the dual nature of the Cancerian
personality. In this form, it would be understood as similar to the Asian Yin and Yang symbol.

The Cancerian character is the most perplexing of the signs. Cancer can range from the timid, shy, dull and
withdrawn to brilliant, friendly and famous. Cancerians run the entire gamut of human emotion. Fundamentally
conservative and home-loving by nature, they appreciate the security of a home-base in which to retire when the
stresses of living become too much to bear.

Cancerians possess strong paternal and maternal instincts. The term nest is an appropriate label for the
Cancerian home, because it describes a natural and comfortable type of residence. A retreat for the family,
where you can put up your feet and feel at home. 

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of Cancer: The Crab,  LLLLêRRRR’fēñüÿÿÿÿ

Keywords for Cancer: The Crab,  LLLLêRRRR’fēñüÿÿÿÿ
I FEEL
The experience, vehicle, or body itself. The house and home -- The Chariot. The experience as in feeling, living,
and sensing life. Protective, domestic, sympathetic.
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Leo: The Lion,           øøøøēōnōç (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)

Leo combines the burning enthusiasm of fire with the powerful expression of its fixed nature. Leo is ruled by
the strongest "planet," the center, the Sun. Leos have a need to feel that they are the center of attention. They are
creative, graceful, dignified, proud, determined and dramatic. They are very generous, enthusiastic, expansive
and often good organizers. Their negative traits include being conceited, snobbish, intolerant, patronizing,
dogmatic and pompous. Leos need to feel the true divine nobility of their existence. Then they can allow their
warm-heartedness to shine through and they can be tremendous sources of love and encouragement for others.

The ruler of Leo is the Sun. The glyph is generally thought to represent the tail of the lion. In ancient Dionysian
mysteries it was considered to be a phallus. It can also symbolize the heat or creative energy of the Sun. On
entering the sign Leo, the Sun is said to exemplify cosmic splendor. The meaning attached to this seems to be
that both the good and bad characteristics associated with Leo are perpetual. Through the ages, Leo has signified
the coming of the high growing season and thus reflects the abundant generosity of life. In this aspect Leo is
seen as the ordained provider. A role which many astrological lions would take on quite willingly.

The Leo is a dominant, spontaneous, creative and extroverted character. They possess grace, dignity and an
expansive personality. The lion is king of the animal kingdom, and an appropriate symbol for Leo who tends to
dominate his environment. Ambitious, courageous, strong willed, positive, independent, self-confident are all
words that describe Leo traits.

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of Leo: The Lion, øøøøēōnōç

Keywords for Leo: The Lion, øøøøēōnōç
I WILL
Self-awareness, ownership, pride. Discovery. Emotion (emote: to move out from, migrate), expression. Acting,
creative, children, sports. Fullness, power, pride of ownership. I have lived, I live! Regal.
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Virgo: The Virgin,           Åṡ’ÿÿÿÿ"R̄āēä Star Maiden (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)

Virgo is a practical earth sign, introverted like Taurus by its negative polarity, but enjoying the freedom and
adaptability of its mutable nature. Virgo is addicted to practical, material objects but is not as possessive about
them. Virgo is ruled by Mercury, as is Gemini, but in Virgo the communicative nature of Mercury is used on a
practical level. Virgos are meticulous, analytical, critical, discriminating, modest and orderly. However, they can
be worriers, overly fastidious, finicky, too critical and too conventional. The Virgoan intellect lacks breadth, but
it is the most capable sign with the detailed assimilation of facts. Virgos analyze everything. This is valuable in
dealing with the details of our modern bureaucratic and technological society. When focused too sharply, at
themselves or at others, the Virgo's critical faculties can become more destructive than helpful. Virgo
desperately needs to work, to feel useful and to be of service to others.

 Quietly reserved, Virgos are polite and soft spoken people. Unassuming, outwardly cheerful and agreeable, they
can be sensible, discreet, wise and witty, with an understanding of other people's problems which they tackle
with deftness. Virgos find their friends among those who can help them move up the social strata. They can be
name droppers as they like to associate with achievers.

Astrology Both sexes have considerable charm and dignity, which make some male Virgoans appear effeminate
when they are not. In marriage they can be genuinely affectionate, and make good partners and parents. More
concerned with the outcome than the process, Virgos lack spontaneity. They are meticulous planners,
considering every detail and its effect. There is seldom much room for emotional involvement because the mind
is always engaged and dominant. What they lack in passion they make up for in preciseness.

They are practical, mental people, possessing inquiring and logical minds. In this respect, they make excellent
students, and good teachers. Their mental bend gives them the ability to analyze and solve the most complicated
problems. Virgos have a wonderful eye for detail and often neglect the overall issues. Practical and good with
their hands, they are excellent technicians and have good inventive talents. Hard workers and conscientious,
they are perfectionists with little tolerance for shoddy work. There is no place in their world for people who are
footloose and fancy free.

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of Virgo: The Virgin, Åṡ’ÿÿÿÿ"R̄āēä

Keywords for Virgo: The Virgin, Åṡ’ÿÿÿÿ"R̄āēä
I ANALYZE
Concern, care for. Conservation of life. Salvage, harvesting, repair, maintenance. The drive to conserve and
maintain life -- salvage, salvation.  Attention to details, repair, craftsmanship. Busy, concerned, careful.
Worrying. Practical, analytical, discriminating.
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Libra: The Scale,           !æŁäñ"4ûûûû (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)

Libra, being positive and cardinal, is active and aggressive. However, Libra has been called the "iron hand in the
velvet glove" because its aggressiveness is not usually obvious. This mode of expression combines with the
flowing communicativeness and intelligence of the air signs. Libra is like its complement, Aries, but now the
"me first" energy is searching for balance. The glyph of Libra is symbolic of the setting Sun, expressing the
balance between night and day, between self and others. While Libra is considered to have a positive polarity
(yang), it is ruled by negative (yin) Venus, the receptive planet of charm and beauty. Libras idolize harmony.
Sometimes, fearful of discord, they become indecisive. They easily see the value of each point of view often
because they do not hold a definite opinion of their own. In their search for balance, Libras strive to show both
sides -- sometimes for argument's sake only. They are usually easy going, diplomatic, idealistic, romantic, and
have a very refined appearance. On the other hand, Libras can be gullible, frivolous and flirtatious.

The ruler of Libra is Venus. Its glyph represents the balance of the scales. Its meaning, equilibrium and justice.
Considered the sign of cosmic reciprocity, of cooperation rather than competition, of consciousness made
objective through associations and partnerships. The basic Libran nature is diplomatic and charming. Libras
have an idealistic and generally peace loving nature. They are easygoing and sociable, in general. On the other
side of the scale, Librans are known to be indecisive and changeable, gullible and easily affected. Astrology
Librans are considered by many astrologers to be among the most civilized of the twelve signs. Often good
looking, they exude certain elegance, charm and fine taste. As lovers of beauty and harmony, both in art and life,
their nature is gentle and kind. Pleasure oriented people, Libras are intuitive and very aware of the power of
image. They are gifted with a strong sense of justice and fair play, and have fine analytical abilities. They are
known to be objective and impartial in making judgment calls. They do not suffer fools gladly and anyone who
challenges their decisions or opinions is considered a fool. They are more interested in making friends than
enemies, are willing to go along, to get along and therefore will usually do whatever it takes to maintain a
relationship. Librans are sensitive to others and understand the emotional needs of their associates. They are
optimistic and cheerful people and have an ability to charm and delight their friends and acquaintances. Very
sociable, they abhor cruel or vicious actions, and shy away from vulgar and offensive behavior. They dislike
scenes, and will often go out of their way to avoid conflict. They prefer to cooperate and compromise, and will
give up, even when they feel they are in the right, rather than put up with the ordeal of an argument. Discord
makes them totally insecure, and uncomfortable. They need and want harmony in their lives, and will do
whatever it takes to have it. Librans are not loners, and do better in partnership both in their personal, and in
their business life.

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of Libra: The Scale, !æŁäñ"4ûûûû

Keywords for Libra: The Scale, !æŁäñ"4ûûûû
I BALANCE
Marriage and union. (Yoga: to join, or yoke.) Marriage is the most common form of yoga. Unconditional
acceptance or response. Diplomatic. Compassionate, attentive.
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Scorpio: The Scorpion,           Āē"ōç The Eagle(in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)

Scorpio, a fixed sign, is true to its convictions, set in its ways. Scorpio is ruled by energetic Mars and by Pluto,
the planet of intense desires. The negative polarity gives Scorpio a very responsive nature, with much of its
Martian forcefulness hidden from view. It is also a water sign, giving it an unstable, emotional nature. The
dichotomy of its fixity and instability often leaves the Scorpio at war with itself. Scorpios have powerful
feelings and emotions and a strong sense of purpose. They are very imaginative, subtle, persistent and
determined. Their negative traits include being resentful, stubborn, obstinate, secretive, suspicious and jealous.
Scorpios are self-contained and may be self-centered. They are concentrations of vast amounts of stored energy
ready to burst forth. Whatever Scorpios really wish to achieve they probably will. They have a great deal of
personal magnetism and healing power.

A Steam Sign a Water Sign with definite Firey overtones.

The symbols of Scorpio have a hierarchy, starting with the scorpion, or serpent, at the first level. The Scorpio
ascending to higher levels of consciousness is symbolized by he soaring eagle. The highest level of Scorpio is
the phoenix, the mythical bird which flew so high that it was consumed by the fire of the Sun and then arose
again from its own ashes. This is symbolic of the Scorpio need to regenerate itself through suffering (and often
with what appears to be self destructive behavior). Scorpio needs to experience life in all its facets with great
depth and intensity. No other form of experience will do!

The ruler of Scorpio is Pluto. Prior to the discovery of the ninth planet, Scorpio was ruled by Mars, which is still
considered co-ruler. The sign of cosmic purpose, Scorpio is considered the success sign. Self contained and self
centered, concentrated Scorpios usually succeed in what they set out to accomplish.

Scorpions are known for their intense and powerful natures. They are willful, proud and calm with an
electrifying undercurrent of seething intensity. Purposeful and animated with force, they project a magnetic
personality.

Their demeanor is dignified and reserved, affable and courteous, and many have a gaze that is both direct and
penetrating. Their secretive natures make them natural detectives. Many Scorpios possess a suspicious outlook,
and need to know the reasons behind everything. Scorpio does nothing in half measures. An all or nothing
attitude permeates their entire life. When fixed on something or someone, the scorpion perseveres. Scorpio
never settles. Life is meant to be lived to the fullest or not at all. Scorpio will rarely be found in the center of
activity, but will always know just what is going on of concern to him. Their tenacity and willpower are
enviable, their depth of character and passionate conviction admirable, but it is their deep sensitivity that makes
them the best and most loyal friend. This same quality makes them the most treacherous of enemies. 

Their sensitivity, and pride allow them to be easily hurt, quick to feel insult or injury, even when none is
intended, and easily roused to heights of anger. An angry Scorpio is a sight to see. Unlike Leo, who can have a



temper tantrum and five minutes later be quite himself again, Scorpio seethes, and doesn't give it up.

When they harness their abundant energy constructively, their self-confidence tempered with shrewdness, and
their ambition coupled with generosity toward others, they excel at whatever they undertake. Scorpios are
demanding of others, but never ask someone to do what they would not do themselves. They can be fanatically
focused and work till they drop, and ask the same of those around them. No middle ground for a Scorpio, all or
nothing.

Scorpio imagination and intuition are excellent. They possess refined critical perception and strong analytical
ability. In addition, they seem to demonstrate a natural healing power. These abundant gifts allow Scorpions to
penetrate the most profound subjects. They are serious folk, but quite charming to people they like, and when
social events call for it. Their tragic flaw is their immense pride. Once wronged, once Scorpio's pride has been
diminished, the game of courtesy is over.

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of Scorpio: The Scorpion, Āē"ōç

Keywords for Scorpio: The Scorpion, Āē"ōç
I DESIRE
Purgatory, the furnace, phoenix. The adjustments of marriage or union. Responsibility. Removing excess,
purification. Reduction of personality to essentials. Intense, penetrating, elimination, metamorphosis, genuine.
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Sagittarius: The Archer,           ÂṘк̇’к̇êṘēßßßßs (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)

Sagittarius is the centaur shooting for great heights. Aspiration is their key. Sagittarians aim high and in getting
there, they cover a lot of ground -- even more than Gemini, their complement. Sagittarius has the adaptability of
the mutable nature, the self-expressiveness of positive polarity, and the energy and enthusiasm of fire.
Sagittarius is ruled by expansive Jupiter. Sagittarians are travels and philosophers. Generally, they are friendly,
outgoing, sincere, dependable, versatile, open-minded, excitable, jovial and optimistic. However,they can be
tactless, irresponsible and capricious. Their arrogance and dogmatism is often their greatest fault. if they can get
off their "high horse," they can be beautifully positive, encouraging people. They are freedom loving people who
need their room. They love to be outdoors and the love adventure.

A t the heart of Sagittarian lore stands the centaur Chiron; the figure of philosopher and teacher within Greek
mythology. As a centaur, Chiron personifies the very soul of Sagittarius. Here is a symbol of half man, half
horse, portraying the conflict between the philosophical mind and the carnal instinct of human nature. The glyph
represents an arrow slung in a bow, aiming at the stars. This symbol corresponds with the Sagittarian ideals of
cosmic progress and abundance. The ruler of Sagittarius is Jupiter. 

Sagittarians are positive people; they have a bright outlook on life, are enterprising, full of energy and vitality.
Versatile, adventurous and eager to expand their range beyond the comfortable and familiar. They enjoy travel
and exploring, and their minds are continually searching for new experiences. They are ambitious, optimistic
folk, and nothing seems to get them down. They are idealists, and this seems to keep them going even when life
disappointments crop up and smash their plans. "To keep on, keepin' on" is a Sagittarian way of life. They have
a tendency to get over zealous when they are interested in something. They are believers, and what they believe
in, they are willing to fight for. They are both loyal and independent at the same time. They manage to balance
both traits.

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of Sagittarius: The Archer, ÂṘк̇’к̇êṘēßßßßs

Keywords for Sagittarius: The Archer, ÂṘк̇’к̇êṘēßßßßs
I UNDERSTAND
What remains after the furnace of Scorpio. The remains, relics, embers. That which cannot be further reduced.
Thus the truth, religion, philosophy. Enthusiastic, profound, generous, frank. Projection.
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Capricorn: The Goat or the SeaGoat,           XXXXæṗ’ṗя̇ēōLüÿÿÿÿ (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)

The earthy, outgoing cardinality of Capricorn is applied on the practical level in the everyday necessities of life.
The negative polarity of the sign gives Capricorn's the ability to withdraw from t  he turbulence of the
mainstream and to bide their time until the situation is ripe for their ambitions.

One type of Capricorn is similar to a tethered domesticated goat. This type never ceases to strive to get
somewhere and yet never really does! The other type of Capricorn is like the free mountain goat, forever
climbing and attaining greater heights.

Good Capricorns are reliable. Their positive traits include being practical, ambitious, prudent, efficient,
persistent and patient, and they have a good but dry sense of humor. They are ruled by the contracting,
concentrated energy of Saturn. Capricorns can also be cold and rigid, pessimistic and intolerably conventional.
Being ruled by Saturn, time is important in the Capricorn life. Capricorns are often slow to develop, requiring
more time than others. But at the middle age they often seem to be at a plateau, unchanging for decades, while
their contemporaries age at a normal pace.

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of Capricorn: The Goat or the SeaGoat, XXXXæṗ’ṗя̇ēōLüÿÿÿÿ

Keywords for Capricorn: The Goat or the SeaGoat, XXXXæṗ’ṗя̇ēōLüÿÿÿÿ

I SUPPORT
The purified essence bursts into light. Clairvoyance, clear-seeing. Practical vision. Unemotional. Sober, orderly,
control, manipulating, power.
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Aquarius: The Water Bearer,           Äk̇’Q̄....H¯ ôṡ’""""üṡ (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)

In Aquarius, the outgoing, self-expressive positive polarity combines with the communicative nature of air.
Aquarians are disseminators of knowledge. They prefer to express themselves through sizable groups of people.
Being of a fixed nature, they are unlikely to budge from their preconceived ideas but they usually have a
progressive outlook. They are original, inventive, intellectual, friendly, independent, idealistic, revolutionary --
sometimes straining to be unconventional.

Aquarians are very loving, but their caring is more easily expressed in a detached concern for groups rather than
individuals. Aquarians must have their freedom and close personal relationships are often too restrictive.

Traditionally, Aquarius was thought o ruled by Saturn. The modern day Aquarian is believed to be ruled by
Uranus - the erratic revolutionary - which energized the Universe in a most electrifying manner.

Carrying the spiritual light of Capricorn into actuality. "For spirit must be made to matter." The resolve to
implement our clearest vision. The will to do it. Impersonal, willing to work with anyone and any vehicle, thus,
group or team work. Aspiring, unconventional, humane associations.

The ruler of Aquarius is Uranus. Its symbol represents water, a universal image which dates back into
prehistory. This will also be recognized in the Egyptian hieroglyph representing the same. The association in
Aquarius is that of the servant of humanity pouring out the water of knowledge to quench the thirst of the world.
These symbolic waves of water, share the dual expression of vibrational waves of electricity or parallel lines of
force.

Aquarians are interesting and attractive people. They can be shy, sensitive, gentle and patient; or enthusiastic
and lively with a tendency to be exhibitionists. Both types are strong willed and forceful in their own way. Very
opinionated with strong convictions, they fight for what they believe in. They will argue vehemently for what
they believe to be true, however, if you can show them facts to the contrary, they have little trouble altering their
opinion.

These are farsighted people with an eye and ear to the new and innovative. They are generally without prejudice
and quite tolerant of the point of view of others. They have an interesting side to their nature that allows them to
see a valid argument even when they disagree with it. They are quite objective folk and never get waylaid by
being too close to an issue or person. 

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of Aquarius: The Water Bearer, Äk̇’Q̄....H¯ ôṡ’""""üṡ

Keywords for the Aquarius: The Water Bearer, Äk̇’Q̄....H¯ ôṡ’""""üṡ
I BELONG
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Pisces: The Fishes,           !!!!êRRRRēōṡ ˙tēßßßßç (in Garden of Life Astrology parlance)
  

In the sign of Pisces, unstable, flowing water combines with the mutable ability to easily drift through change. This
makes Pisces the most fluid sign of the Zodiac. Here, the introverted nature of the negative polarity is predominant.
Pisces is the most sensitive of the signs giving very strong and deep emotions. Pisceans are much too impressionable
-- to susceptible to outside influences, and so they often might need to escape. Ruled by the nebulous planet
Neptune, Pisceans can often be quite difficult to understand. It helps to remember that unworldly Pisceans operate
on an intuitive level and often need to retreat within themselves to maintain their equilibrium. They cannot be
understood through logic, analysis or pressure. Pisceans can give vast amounts of compassion and sacrifice and one
can understand them best with sympathy and mutual caring.
  

The ruler of Pisces is Neptune. Its symbol represents a pair of sea horses or sea lions yoked together. They dwell
in the innermost regions of the sea, which is symbolic of life after death or regeneration. The image also represents
a duality, the struggle of the spiritual soul within the physical body. In Pisces, these two natures are joined, yet very
much separate. This conflict is sometimes an inhibition to natural expression.
  

Pisces are . . . is a difficult sentence to finish. There are so many kinds of Pisces. Strange statement? Yes, because
Pisceans are the most malleable of the twelve signs. They possess a gentle, patient nature, but one that is in want
of molding. They can be impressed by and completely absorbed into their environment. They are in need of a
container which will shape them, guide them. Without this guiding form, this rudder, they tend to drift.
  

Pisces adapts to their surroundings, good or bad. They are generous, friendly, good natured people with a true sense
of kindness and compassion. They are sensitive to everything around them including the feelings of others. They
are popular folk because of their easygoing and likable manner, which tends to mirror people they are with. They
have an uncanny sense of perceiving what a person is in need of, and delivering it. They are not initiators, but rather
allow circumstances and events to motivate them, and then they respond. In this aspect, they tend to focus on other
peoples problems rather than their own.
  

Pisceans are not practical people. They are too ephemeral for normal day to day living in the 9-5 "practical" world.
They are sensitive and instinctual rather than intellectual or mechanical. They lack decisiveness and are easily
diverted from their purposes. They are apt to live a shiftless sort of life, searching for some career or meaning in
which to pour themselves. They discourage easily, and can become despondent, feel unappreciated and move on
to something or someone else.
  

When, however, they do find the right container, they are capable of some incredible deeds. They will become
completely absorbed in a chosen path, to the exclusion of everything else. The 'absent minded professor' is a classic
Pisces character, such as Albert Einstein. They don't fare well in a controlled or fixed environment and generally rebel
against convention. But, unlike the Aquarian, who will fight the establishment, Pisces wages only a personal battle.
  

The more Esoteric meanings of the placement of Pisces: The Fishes, !!!!êRRRRēōṡ ˙tēßßßßç
  

Keywords for Pisces: The Fishes, !!!!êRRRRēōṡ ˙tēßßßßç
I ACCEPT
Intuitive. Accepting, understanding, willing to sacrifice. Accepting what is for the sake of what could be made
of it. Pisceans are often kind, sympathetic, receptive, intuitive and humble. They can also be vague, indecisive,
secretive, careless, and often are not very adept at dealing with the physical world.



The Chartwheel and the Zodiac
The astrological wheel, or mandala, is a map of the space surrounding us at the time of our birth. The wheel is
divided into twelve sections called houses -- six houses in the sky above, six beneath the Earth below. These
houses are numbered counterclockwise, starting with the 1st house and the direction east, on the left-hand side of
the wheel. Planets in the heavens are placed on the chart wheel in the houses that correspond to where they
actually are in the sky. Of the 12 houses, astrologers find the four most important are the one directly above our
heads (10th), the one under our feet (4th), the one on the left and to the east (1st), and the one on the right and to
the west (7th). These four are called angular, because they mark the corners of the chart: south, north, east, and
west.
Life continues after the birth moment. Astrologers watch the planets (as they continue on in the sky after a birth)
move through the houses of the natal chart. Their movement is counterclockwise as they go from the upper
hemisphere (houses 7-12), across the ascendant, (1st house cusp) into the lower hemisphere (houses 1-6), and on
around.
In the chart wheel, the planets are placed in their Zodiac positions. The Zodiac stretches in a circle through all
360 degrees of the surrounding sky, and this circle is divided into sections of 30 degrees -- the familiar 12 signs.
Planet positions are measured within signs by degrees, minutes, and seconds of circular arc. Each degree
contains 60 minutes of arc and each minute of arc contains 60 seconds of arc. For example, I might tell you that
my Moon (Moon at birth) is in the sign Taurus (2nd sign). More exactly it is in the 23rd degree of Taurus. It is
actually at 23 degrees and 28 minutes of the sign Taurus.
The chart wheel is usually divided into 12 sections called houses. The houses are numbered (counterclockwise)
from 1 to 12. The pie-like lines that divide one house from the next are called house cusps. For example, the
cusp of the 1st house is the horizontal line on the left-hand (east) side of the wheel.
Keep in mind that our Earth makes a complete turn on its axis once in 24 hours. The chart wheel represents the
space surrounding where we were born. It is as if we were standing outside with the sky above us (upper part of
chart) and the Earth beneath our feet (lower hemisphere). As the Earth turns, it brings each of the 360 degrees of
the Zodiac overhead (or to any part of the wheel) once in 24 hours -- a new degree of the Zodiac every four
minutes.
As you can see, the symbols for the planets have been placed in the part of the sky (the house) in which they
were at the time of your birth. For example, if you were born in the daytime, then the symbol for the Sun will be
somewhere in the upper half of the wheel. If you were born at noon, the sun would be almost right overhead or
at the top of the chart, while if you were born at midnight it would be at the bottom (4th house) of the chart.
The wheel is also seen as two hemispheres -- a top and a bottom. The upper part of the chart (houses 7-12)
represents that part of the sky that was overhead and above the horizon at the time of our birth. It has to do with
the world of thoughts, ideas, ideals, and planning. The lower hemisphere (houses 1-6) marks that part of the
heavens that we have under us -- and cannot see -- below the horizon and on the other side of the Earth from us.
It has to do with experiences, embodiments, incarnation, and so forth. In other word, the sky above and the
Earth below.  

The Wheel of Houses
The chart wheel or mandala of Twelve Houses can be seen as a circle, or cycle, with each house leading to the
next house, and so on, in a counterclockwise direction. They start at the right of the wheel, and the cusp of the
1st house.
From another perspective, the 1st house marks the division between the upper and lower houses, between the
mind and the body. If the upper houses show what is going on in our minds, the lower houses refer to our bodies
-- the experience of life.



If the signs represent modifiers and the planets represent inner psychological drives, then the houses represent
objective reality as we perceive it all around us.
There are many systems of Houses, Garden of Life normally uses Morinus Houses unless otherwise requested.
Named after Jean-Baptiste Morin (1583-1656), known as Morinus. The Morinus system uses great circles that
pass through the poles of the ecliptic and through points that are spaced at 30-degree intervals along the
Celestial Equator, beginning with the intersection of the Celestial Equator and the East Point. The cusps are
determined by the intersections of these great circles and the ecliptic. The lunes of the houses are not of equal
size. The MC is not the same as the 10th cusp. The ascendant is not the same as the 1st cusp. The great circle for
the 1st house passes through the east point of the horizon. This system works in extreme latitudes as well as the
normal temperate zones but is not specific to birthplace.

1st House
The 1st house shows the result of what we managed to bring across from the world of ideas, plans, and
commitments. It's what remains when our new idea and impulse meet our reality. It is what overflows the status
quo. It is a direct indication of how much we are able to accept.
The first house describes your outward attitude towards life, your physical image, and how others view you.
Your approach to new experiences is described here. The planet ruling the sign on your first house cusp is your
ruling planet. This house represents the individual, the image he wants to project, the way he wants others to see
him. In the chart of a collective entity the first house represents the leaders of the pack, those the collective have
chosen to represent it before others.

The more Esoteric meanings of the First House

First House Keywords
I SHOW
News, Impulses, Beginnings, Appearance, Temperament, Health, Live action, what's "happening" or fresh. head,
Normal Conscious Identity. The physical self, Public Image, Personality, Mascara.

2nd House
The 2nd house is the reaction of our life and environment to whatever was new in the 1st. It has to do with how
our life changes because of, or in response to, this new energy. It has to do with how we adapt to, possess, or
have something.
The second house describes your attitudes about personal worth, finances, and resources. Your sense of values
and the assets you hold are also indicated by this house. Various talents can be attributed to the second house.
 This house represents the material needs of the individual. In the awakening of consciousness, after realizing
that I AM the individual then realizes that "I NEED" certain material things in order to survive. The 2nd House
represents those needs. By extension, however, certain ethical values are included in this house, particularly if
they are perceive as essential for the individual's survival or physical comfort.

The more Esoteric meanings of the Second House

Second House Keywords
I HAVE
Possessions, Finances, Values, How you receive, give, have, release, value, or embody things. Money (and the
capacity to make money), material possessions and sense of self worth.

3rd House



The 3rd house continues the drama set forth in the 1st and 2nd. The 1st is the new start, the 2nd is the new body or
what is drawn forth in response to the 1st, and the 3rd is how the situation develops to its fullness. It has to do
with the working out and exploring of all the details and ramifications of what is forming.
House number three represents your close relatives, your immediate surroundings (such as your neighborhood),
all forms of communication, and short trips. This house describes your intellectual capacity and manual
dexterity as well.

The more Esoteric meanings of the Third House

Third House Keywords
I COMMUNICATE
Mentality, Expression, Analytical Skills, Short Trips, Siblings, Searches, Investigations, Inquiries, Explorations,
Communications -- talking, thinking, writing, letters, gossip, media.

4th House
The 4th house marks the extent to which this body develops its limits. It is also one of the angular houses and
starts a new series of three. The 4th house has to do with fullness of experience -- the body or meat of it.
Development has reached its physical peak and can go no further. Instead, we can feel or move within the
experience.
The fourth house describes your home and family life. It represents your early beginnings in life. Your mother,
or the person who was most involved in your early domestic environment, is described herein. House four also
indicates your real estate holdings and your life during old age.

The more Esoteric meanings of the Fourth House
Incarnation
Fourth House Keywords
I NURTURE AND AM NURTURED
Home, Environment, Property and Lands, sensate body, experience, heart of the matter. Maturity, Relating to
your Parents, What type of Parent you are, Prime of life or Core Experiences, The Physical Body, Finding.

5th House
The 5th house signals the end of the simple feeling of the experience and the beginning of consciousness of what
it is that we have experienced. We are pouring forth or leaving the body. Emote, emotions. Offspring,
self-consciousness, pride, and the like.
The fifth house rules children and young people, your creations, love affairs, and your feelings about pleasure
and amusement. This is the house of entertainment, art, and the joy of creation and procreation.

The more Esoteric meanings of the Fifth House

Fifth House Keywords
I CREATE
Awareness, Pride, Self-Discovery. Self-Expression, Romance, Love and Lovers, Stepping-out. Offspring,
creations, teaching, acting, playing. Sports.

6th House
The 6th house signals the end of the vitality of the body and marks attempts to prolong, conserve, and take care
of the experience or body. The experience or "party" is over.



House six represents affairs related to your health, your daily activities, pets, co-workers and your working
environment. The service you give to and receive from others is represented by the sixth house. It is the house of
the soul.

The more Esoteric meanings of the Sixth House

Sixth House Keywords
I CONTRIBUTE
Vocations and Avocations,  Artisanship, Crafts, Maintenance, Salvage, Conservation, Purity, Harvesting,
Service, Repair, Occupations, Working for Others, Employees, Health and Illness, Food, Detailed work, Small
Animals

7th House
The 7th house, another angular house, marks the beginning of a new series of three houses. Here we cross over
from the personal houses to the impersonal houses. The personal experience of the first 6 houses is finished. It
falls away from us and we see it as a complete stage in our development or whole. We leave the body and start
into the mind. A turning away from the attempt for personal salvation toward a concern for others. Marriage.
House number seven is concerned with marriage and other partnerships. This house divulges how you interact
in your closest relationships. Your marriage and business partners are described here. Your open enemies and
opponents can also be found in the seventh house.

The more Esoteric meanings of the Seventh House

Seventh House Keywords
I RELATE, I MERGE
Your Marriage or Life Partners, Business or Social Partners, Union, Dealing with the Public, Open Enemies,
Yoga, Compassion, Response. Spirit of Cooperation.

8th House
The 8th house results from our fully grasping the nature of the completed personal experience in the first six
houses... what was right about it and what was wrong. Here we strip away and can do without what was wrong.
The extra baggage is unloaded.
The eighth house indicates your approach to joint finances, resources, taxes, insurance, and the affairs of the
dead. It is the house of legacy and inheritance, death and recycling. Your attitude towards sexuality is described
here as well.

The more Esoteric meanings of the Eighth House

Eighth House Keywords
I TRANSFORM
Regeneration, Obligations, Inheritances, Debts and Assets, Taxes, Excess, Death, Initiation, Purification,
Burning away Dross, Furnace.

9th House
The 9th house has to do with what remains when all extra is stripped away. It is what remains or is enduring
from the entire episode. The seed essence. It becomes the light for a new idea in the 10th, where the whole cycle
repeats itself.



Your moral and ethical standards, your philosophy about life and your attitude toward expression are ruled by
the ninth house. This is the house of higher education, foreign culture and long journeys. In addition, your
spiritual beliefs and religion are described in house number nine.

The more Esoteric meanings of the Ninth House

Ninth House Keywords
I BELIEVE
Abstract Mentality, Dreams, Visions, Bare Facts, Enduring Thoughts, Ideas, WorldView, Spiritual Outlook,
Philosophy, Long Thoughts, Relics, Religion, Faith, Long Journeys.

10th House
The 10th house at the peak of the chart, represents the most ideal or out-of-the-body part of the wheel. It is
directly overhead, up-there, and to the south. It is the house of clear, practical vision (clairvoyance). Ideas can
take their start here as planets pass through the 10th house. In the natal chart, the 10th house represents where we
have our head above water and can see what to do -- clear practical vision. It is therefore associated with career,
vocation, and the like. The tenth house holds a clear idea about something -- what is often called an
out-of-the-body vision or experience, a time when we really get an insight in its totality. Thus your particular
management, practical vision, and supervisory skills. 
Your occupation and career are ruled by the tenth house. Authority figures, bosses and fathers are depicted here.
Your ability to advance and achieve and your public reputation are revealed by a study of the tenth house.

The more Esoteric meanings of the Tenth House
Clairvoyance

Tenth House Keywords
I BUILD
Reputation and Honour, Ideals, Profession, Aptitude, Career. Practical Talents, Clarity, Dealings with your
Parental Units

11th House
The 11th house is a movement away from the 10th and down towards the lower hemisphere of the chart. The 11th

house takes the clear idea seen in the 10th and resolves to put it to work, to keep it in mind or make it "matter."
We make a commitment to carry the idea into our daily life; that is, carry it across the ascendant (1st house cusp)
and into the lower part of the chart, our personal life. The 11th house has to do with plans for action, group goals,
cooperation.
This is the arena of intentional family and/or tribal bonds and our feelings toward them.
Friendships and your social life are affairs of the eleventh house. The eleventh describes the social groups and
organizations to which you belong. This house rules your fondest hopes and wishes and your capacity for
happiness.

The more Esoteric meanings of the Eleventh House

Eleventh House Keywords
I ENVISION
Manifesting Ideas into Realities, Tribal or Intentional Family issues and attitudes. Larger goals. Drive to realize
your Ideals, Hopes and Wishes, Make your Mark, Working with others in groups, organization, friends.



Planning. Humanitarian Issues, community to improve.

12th House
 The 12th house is even closer to the ascendant and the sphere of action. The bright idea that we had in the 10th,
and the resolve to do something about it that we made in the 11th, is coming up against the status quo of the
ascendant in the 12th -- our day-to-day reality. In the 12th house we are faced with a choice. We are about to cross
over from the more impersonal realm of ideas and planning into our actual day-to-day circumstances. In the 12th,
we begin to face the difference between our idea and our reality. We can either forget the whole thing and let the
idea go, or we can care enough about making the idea matter in our life to buckle down and accept the way
things are (status quo) and try to overcome them... to bring our new idea through and get it across the ascendant.
This is sometimes seen as the area where secret strengths and weaknesses are discovered.

The twelfth house illustrates your private life and hidden attitudes. Your subconscious mind resides here. Secret
enemies and the potential for self-undoing are ruled by the twelfth house, as well as hidden talent. Your attitudes
regarding the weak and afflicted are also ruled by house number twelve. 

The more Esoteric meanings of the Twelfth House

Twelfth House Keywords
I DREAM
Secret Stregnths, and Secret Weaknesses, Boundaries, The Edges, Borderland Issues, Limits, Karma, Destiny,
Hidden Faults and Talents. Confinements in Hospitals and/or Institutions, Prisons, Dues, Attitude, Psychology,
Acceptance, Sacrifice, Forbearance, Large Animals

On the Cusp?
When determining the Sign the Sun was in, I consider the term "on the Cusp" to be valid only when the Sun or a
Planet is positioned within about half of one degree on either side of the Cusp. From Earth, the Sun appears to
be one degree in "width", and since the Sun moves across the Zodiac at the rate of about one degree per day (24
hours), then only if you were born within 12 hours before or after the exact hour and minute when the center
point of the Sun would be exactly at the point of the Cusp, would you be considered to have your Sun "on the
Cusp". Otherwise, no part of the Sun would even be "touching" the Cusp line. Just being born on one of the
days listed in those tables of Cusp Dates does not necessarily mean you were actually "born on the Cusp". For
one thing, those dates can be off by a whole day, depending on the actual year you were born, and in reality your
Sun may not even be near the "cusp" on the date shown in the table.

I should mention that sometimes an astrologer might say the Sun or Moon or a Planet is "on the Cusp" when it is
a few degrees away from it on either side (usually less than 5 degrees). But when trying to determine if the Sun
is actually straddling the line between two different Signs, or to decide which one it is actually located in, I
believe the above "half-degree" rule makes sense.

What is a Cusp?
In astrological terms, a "Cusp" is the imaginary "boundary line" between two Signs, or between two Houses. It
is described by the degree of a Sign where it is located, such as "0 degrees of Aquarius" or just "0 Aquarius".
Sometimes you may see this written as "00 AQU 00" or where the AQU is replaced by the glyph or symbol for
the Sign of Aquarius. If the Sun is at 0 Aquarius (00 AQU 00), or between 0 Aquarius and 0 degrees plus 30
minutes of Aquarius (zero plus 30/60ths of a degree, or 00 AQU 30) - then it is "on the Cusp". If it is at 1
Aquarius, it isn't. If it is between 29 degrees plus 30 minutes of Capricorn (29 CAP 30) and 0 Aquarius (00



AQU 00) it is also "on the Cusp", but actually in the previous Sign.

All of the Cusps of the Signs are at 0 degrees and 0 minutes, by convention, since the Signs are the reference
points for locating the Planets, similar to the way degrees of longitude and the meridian lines are used to find
places on a map. But the Cusps of the Houses depend on the actual time of a person's birth; so they could start at
any degree from 0 to 29 within a Sign. However, we are concerned here with Sign Cusps, so we do not have to
worry much about degrees right now. 

Signs Intercepted or Impacted in Houses

By convention the Signs of the Zodiac are equally spaced around the horoscope, at 30 degrees each. Houses are
calculated using the system on the left; some are narrow and some are wide. If the location of your birth is close
to the equator, the houses will be close to 30 degrees each, and relatively equal in size. But the further you go
towards the North or South pole, the more extreme they'll be in size. For this reason, most of the time the house
and sign cusps alternate, but if you live far from the equator you'll have Zodiac signs and houses that are
intercepted in your chart. This only appears in charts; signs are never intercepted in the Zodiac.

Astrologers describe this phenomenon in differing ways and attribute various meanings to it.

Often the definition of an intercepted Sign is when a larger House contains the entire Sign, or more precisely, of
a House which is intercepted by a Sign which does not appear upon either of its cusps. Within this framework
an intercepted House is when the same Zodiac sign crosses two consecutive House cusps. In a chart like this,
you will always have two opposite intercepted Signs and two opposite intercepted Houses.

Some astrologers call a sign impacted when it lies wholly within one house without crossing the cusp on either
side, and intercepted when it crosses two consecutive House cusps.

The differing size of the houses sometimes results in the same sign appearing on the cusp of consecutive houses,
since the signs always consist of exactly 30°. This is not unusual at all, and when it occurs on one side of the
chart, it must again occur on the opposite side.  When a house is very large, i.e. larger than just one sign, it often
occurs that a sign is contained within a house without appearing on either cusp line. These signs that are
excluded from appearing on any cusp are said to be intercepted (in the house). Some astrologers believe that the
sign on the cusp and the intercepted sign are co-rulers of the house. 

Intercepted or Impacted Signs and Planets and Points therein, are often considered to take on increased
importance because they are condenses and may be considered more "concentrated", and affect more precise
areas of one's life but in a more intense way. So obviously this effect may be beneficent or maleficent. If
difficulties are indicated, Intercepted Houses are often viewed as giving clues as to how to work with the
difficulties which may be caused by our Intercepted or Impacted Signs.

Another variation in interpreting the effect of Planets and Points within Intercepted or Impacted Signs in a Natal
chart is to consider that its influence may be held in abeyance or latency until by progression it moves out of the
intercepted Sign.


